
  

 

 

Whatever your status in the Church, whatever your family/marital situation, whatever your religious affilia-

tion, whatever your personal history, age, background, race or color, sexual orientation, you are invited, wel-

comed, accepted, loved and respected here in the Catholic Community of Saint Thomas the Apostle! 

Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish & School  

  Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Pastor 

Rev. Jerome A. Johnson    

 

 

Parochial Vicars 

Rev. Frank W. Fellrath  

Rev. Gerardo B. Paderon 

July 29, 2018 

PEACE & WELCOME! 

            Celebration of Mass  

  Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM & 5:30PM    Weekday: (Pastoral Center Chapel) 

  Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30AM &         Monday - Friday: 8:15AM & 7:00PM* 

              12:00 Noon                         Saturday: 8:15AM 

                                   *Mondays: Celebrated in church with Miraculous Medal Novena 

                      Parish Office:   Tel:  732.251.4000  Fax: 732-251-4946  

        Website:  www.saintthomasob.com   

Deacons 

Robert Bonfante, Sr.  

Patrick W. Hearty 

Joseph C. Tobin 

Scott D. Titmas, Sr.  

 

School Principal 

Ms. Joanne Kowit 

 

PREP Director 

Ms. Debbie Yesis 

 

Director Sacred Music/Liturgy 

Mr. Justin Connors 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

“To make disciples, as we  

know, love and serve God  

and one another.” 
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SAINT  THOMAS  THE  APOSTLE  PARISH  AND  SCHOOL, OLD BRIDGE, NJ 

Seventeenth Sunday   

in Ordinary Time  

                 July 29, 2018  

SATURDAY  JULY 28  

8:15am             + Lorraine C. Tango r/o Robin Bagadion 

           VIGIL  

4:00pm             + Teresita Manalastas r/o Carmen Valerio/family  

5:30pm              + Colette Franov r/o Aunt Ronnie/Uncle Jimmie 

    & Family 

SUNDAY  JULY 29 - SEVENTEENTH SUN ORD TIME                                                                                                                               

7:30am               + For Parishioners, Living & Deceased 

9:00am             + Herman Rasquinha r/o D’Mello Family                 

10:30am             + Marie Louise Wilson r/o Kathy Tolson &  

     Lorenzo      

12:00pm              + Patricia Bishop r/o Dorothy Costello   

MONDAY         JULY 30 - Saint Peter Chysologus, Priest 

8:15am               + Arlene P. Thomas r/o Her Husband 

7:00pm**           + Michalina Kalczynski r/o Karnicki & Zylka & 

      Family 

TUESDAY JULY 31 - Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Bishop 

8:15am              + Barbara Hutcheon r/o P.J. & Kathy Carragher  

7:00pm               + Suzanne Bochino r/o Nancy & Stan D’Mello 

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 1 - Saint Alphonus Liguori, Bishop 

8:15am               + Edward Lonegan r/o Wife, Betty       

7:00pm             + Jeff Fellows r/o Kathy & Steve Lopez  

THURSDAY       AUGUST 2 - St. Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop 

          St. Peter Julian Eymard, Priest 

8:15am               + Luciano Stasi r/o Rosa Stasi & Family   

7:00pm               + Yvonne M. Riporti Lombardo r/o Riporti  

      Family    

FIRST FRIDAY  AUGUST 3  

8:15am               + Louise Keating r/o Veronica Nolan    

7:00pm              + Margaret Faber r/o Donoghue Family    

SATURDAY  AUGUST 4 - Saint John Vianney, Priest 

8:15am             + Cindy O’Neill r/o Joy Montroni  

                                 VIGIL  

4:00pm             + Charlie & Kathy Donnelly r/o Elaine & Robert 

     Kelly 

5:30pm             + Dylan Vassalo r/o Michael & Barbara  

    Clements 

SUNDAY  AUGUST 5 � EIGHTEENTH SUN ORD TIME   

7:30am              + For Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

9:00am              + Lillian & Edwin Lane r/o Jancola Family 

10:30am             + Rich Fredricks r/o Mr. & Mrs. Arthur O’Leary 

12:00pm            +  Marie & Sal Capasso r/o Arlene, Joyce,  

     Marilyn & Denise 

** Mass in Church 

Welcome to the Parish Family of  St. Thomas!  

If you are new to the community, Welcome! We are grate-

ful to the Lord for your presence with us and look forward 

to including you in all areas of parish life. Please take a 

moment to stop by the Parish Office and register with us 

and after Mass please introduce yourself to Fr. Jay, Fr. 

Frank or Fr. Gerry. Registering and using your envelopes 

makes it easier for us to provide documentation, such as a 

certificate for sponsoring a child for Baptism or Confirma-

tion or to arrange for a wedding. So please register... and 

Welcome! 

Parish Office   

 One St. Thomas Plaza 

 Old Bridge, NJ 08857 

 Tel:  732.251.4000  Fax: 732.251.4946 

School Tel:  732.251.4812 

PREP Tel: 732.251.1660 

Hours  (Lunch 12:30pm-1:30pm approx.):  

   Monday and Friday: 9:00am—4:00pm  

   Tues./Wed./Thurs: 9:00am-8:00pm 

   Saturday-Sunday: 11am—1:30pm   

Contact Information:  

Website: www.saintthomasob.com 

www.facebook.com/pages/St- Thomas-the-Apostle-

Church-Old-Bridge-NJ 

Parish Office Staff  

Business Administrator:       Mr. Michael Luczkow 

Parish Secretary:            Ms. Kristine Yuhas 

Reception/Bingo Coordinator:           Ms. Michelle Loney 

Bulletin Editor:                  Ms. Justine Durstewitz 

Sacramental Information  

BAPTISMS: (1:30pm, most Sundays) The Church calls GOD-

PARENTS, to be practicing Catholics, examples of Christ-

centered living today. All Godparents should submit Sponsor 

letters from their Parish ASAP—but no later than three weeks 

before the scheduled Baptism. PARENTS must attend a Baptis-

mal Preparation Session. (Registration is required.)   

MARRIAGES:  

Arrangements must be made at least one year in advance—before 

any social plans. Either the bride or groom must be a registered 

member of our parish. Once a marriage questionnaire (available in 

Pastoral Center) is completed/returned, a Parish Priest or Deacon 

will then contact the couple. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

In case of dangerous illness or accident, phone the Pastoral Center. A 

communal celebration of the Sacrament is held twice a year, in 

Spring and Fall.  

PENANCE: Individual Confessions most Saturdays, 12:30pm and 

immediately following 5:30pm Mass. Communal Penance during 

Lent/Advent with visiting clergy. 

HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS: Parishioners desiring the 

Sacraments, please contact Pastoral Center. 

 

 REMEMBERING  LOVED ONES . . . 

◊ Sanctuary Candle/Mary Candle, (lit for one week in church/

chapel, available during daytime in Pastoral Center).  

◊ Memorials of Honor ….  Gifts of $25+ entered in Journal 

(courtyard lobby). Envelopes: Pastoral Center. 

This Week in Memory of… 

  Amoble Vella r/o Gerard Kaupke 

      Sanctuary Candle in Church 

 

Jan Forbes r/o Julia Talarick    

Mary Candle in Church          

                      

     Rhoda Rose Testino r/o Suzanne Meyer 

                         Mary Candle in Chapel          
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JULY 29, 2018    

              

        Adoration will resume in September. 

                              Parish Support 

Here at STA we encourage you to be Christian Stewards, using 

everything God has given us—time, talent, treasure—to serve 

Him gratefully. (See Page 2 regarding envelopes.)               

Last week’s collection: $9,917   (2017: $10,922)      

              Poor: $695  

Online Giving for June 2018: $4,856  

Visit our website to get started:    

www.saintthomasob.com  

“Online giving—it’s so easy!” Shirley  

              DECEASED  LOVED  ONES   

 Charles X. Russo, Sr.  Joseph Petta, Jr.,    

       Rose Tranotti,  Mary Heaney,  

Monsignor John B. Szymanski and Patrick Liptak              

     “TABLE  AT  STA” 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food….”  Matthew 25:35 

Next meal is Saturday, September 8, 12pm-2pm. No 

“Table at STA” in August. Our thanks to parishioners for 

providing non-perishable food donations in our continuing 

effort to promote Christ-centered charity. Info: Chris Doyle 

cdoyle167@optimum.net or 732.257.0994).  

          St. Thomas Rosary    

          GIANT FLEA MARKET 

     In memory of Marco Guarino 

Saturday, August 18, 8am-2:30pm 

(one rain date– Saturday, August 25) 

   St. Thomas Church Parking lot 

 Space rental 1 for $15 or 2 for $25. Tables: $5 

Contact Charlotte Guarino 732.257.0721. No refunds/

trash must be removed and no selling of food/drink con-

cessions permitted. Return form as soon as possible to re-

serve your space. 

ST. THOMAS PARISH PICNIC 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

1:30pm-5:00pm, Thompson Park, Monroe  

Please join us for a parish picnic! The menu will 

include hamburgers, hot dogs, salads, drinks, 

games and more!!! BYOB (beer/wine only). We ask that 

you bring a dessert or snack to share on our community 

table. Donations needed! Water (bottles/case), paper tow-

els, beverages (soda). Cost:$7 adults/10 & under free. Tick-

ets to be sold at a later date…. 

PRAYER BLANKET MINISTRY 

Please be advised that the Prayer Blanket Minis-

try meeting will not be held in July and August.  

Enjoy your summer!  

STA CHOIR FUNDRAISING 

Do you have a favorite recipe that you would 

like to share with our St. Thomas Parish Com-

munity? The choir is working with “Cookbook 

Publishers” to develop a cookbook of favorite 

recipes and we are asking friends, family and  

fellow parishioners to help us by sending in some of your 

best recipes to be included in our cookbook. We hope to 

have it ready for sale sometime in the Fall and all proceeds 

will go in to the St. Thomas Choir Fund.  

If you are interested you may download the recipe form off 

the parish website or pick up a recipe form at the Welcome 

Table after Masses. Recipes and/or questions can be sub-

mitted to stthomasrecipes2018@gmail.com or dropped off 

at the Pastoral Center. We ask that all submissions be in as 

soon as possible, but no later than August 10th. Thank 

you!  

WE NEED YOU!!! 

Serve as a Catechist or Catechist Aide -  

Why? 

The best way to learn is to teach. 

Your own faith will come alive. 

You become an active participant in one of 

the essential responsibilities of a Church community.  

You assist in bringing Christ to others.  

You practice stewardship. 

You show our family that you value the Faith. 

You become a role model. 

Being a Catechist brings joy. 

You make a difference in the lives of our young people! 

A Catechist helps young people come to know Christ and 

the riches of our faith by teaching weekly PREP classes 

(25x yearly).  

If you are interested in volunteering, contact PREP. 

732.251.1660.  

FOOD AND CLOTHING DRIVE: SEPT. 8 & 9 

After weekend Masses in the auditorium, two high school 

students (parishioners) will be collecting non-perishable 

food and clothing (shoes/stuffed animals too) for a leader-

ship project for National Honor Society. If you are able, 

please help! Thank you!  

VISITING MISSION APPEAL 

On the weekend of August 11/12, Fr. Ron Davoren, a pas-

sionist priest from Australia will be here to preach the An-

nual Mission Appeal. Fr. Ron has worked amongst the in-

digenous people of Australia as well for the Missions of 

Vietnam. The second collection will be for the work of the 

Passionist Missionaries of Vietnam. Please be as generous 

as your means allow.  
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SEVENTEENTH  SUNDAY  IN  ORDINARY TIME   

Educating Minds and Hearts! 

 St. Thomas the Apostle Parish School                  

          Pre-K - 8th  Grade 

St. Thomas Advantage 

Nominated for National Blue Ribbon Award!  

“Leader in Me” School 

Focused on Leadership and Service 

Sue Sirianni, Admissions Office 732-251-4000 ext. 8253 

333 Highway 18, Old Bridge, NJ 08857  

Visit our website:  www.sttaob.com 

 2018  

St. Thomas Pre-School program strives to make each child’s 

first experience of school a positive faith-filled one. The Cur-

riculum is designed to build the child’s self-esteem through a 

caring, nurturing environment that stimulates the natural desire 

to learn and consists of Religion, Language Arts, Math, Creative 

Arts, Science and Social Studies.  

HS STUDENTS CONSIDER… 

...there is a great way to be of service here at St. Thomas 

enables you to assist our Catechists in sharing our faith 

with younger students. Volunteering in PREP will help you 

with your community service requirements for high school. 

Remember by your witness, experience, talents and service 

you can positively change the lives of others! Its’ time to 

“Pay it Forward.” Info: PREP Office 732.251.4000.  

 OUR PRE�K 3/4 & KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM   

 

SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

July 29, (17th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two 

fish; but what good are these for so many?” John 6:9 

The miracle of the Loaves and Fishes is the only miracle 

which is recorded six times in the Gospel. It carries two 

important messages. First, no matter how little we have, we 

always have enough to share. Second, Christ can take our 

humble gifts and do great things with them if we are just 

willing to let Him. No gift is too small or insignificant!   

Fun Day 

of Bowling 

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 

Lighting a fire in the Heart of Our World 

Thanks to the dedication of our faithful parishioners, pas-

tors, and parish appeal coordinators, we exceeded our 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal goal for the second year in a row 

with pledges of over $7.8 million from nearly 26,000 

households. Achieving our $7.2 million goal for the 2018 

Appeal allowed us to distribute funds to the ministries as 

projected. 

Your extraordinary generosity enables us to continue ad-

vancing our mission. Money raised over goal will help 

cover tuition costs for 6 more seminarians than originally 

budgeted for, address the needs of a growing number of 

retired clergy, and enhance our communication strategy. 

Thank you for also providing for these urgent needs! As 

you can imagine the needs are great! Your wonderful re-

sponse is a reflection of our commitment as a diocesan 

family to bring Christ’s message of hope & love to every-

one we meet!   
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SAINT  THOMAS  THE  APOSTLE  PARISH  AND  SCHOOL, OLD BRIDGE, NJ     

 Be slow to judge others, but quick to judge yourself. 

ST. THOMAS PARISH BLOOD DRIVE 

In conjunction with Knights of Columbus Council #4815 

Saturday, August 4, 8am-2pm 

Parish Auditorium  

To donate blood you must be between 17 & 76 years old (16 year olds can donate with parental consent form and 

those over 76 can donate with a doctor’s note.) You must weigh at least 110lbs, and meet other requirements. 

Most medications will not keep you from donating. People with diabetes and blood pressure controlled by medi-

cation can donate. Please eat before you come and bring id with proof of age. Walk-ins Welcome! For an ap-

pointment call 800.933.2566 or http://tinyurl.com/stthomas-drive. 

SILVER & GOLDEN  

WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARY 

  Sunday, October 21, 4:00pm 

You are invited to celebrate your 25th or 50th Wedding 

Anniversary with the Church of Metuchen. Renew your 

marriage vows with Bishop James F. Checchio at a special 

Evening Prayer Service in the Cathedral of St. Francis of 

Assisi, Metuchen. Register online on to the diocesan web-

site:https://diometuchen.org/offices-and-ministries/family-

and-pastoral-life/family-life/silver-and-gold. You will re-

ceive a confirmation message for your records or contact 

the Parish Office to register. The deadline for registration 

is Wednesday, October 3. Info: Aida Matos 732.243.4573 

or email amatos@diometuchen.org. 

MASS TO HONOR OUR LADY OF GOOD 

HEALTH & INDEPENDENCE DAY OF  

INDIA & PAKISTAN 

Saturday, August 18, 5:30pm 

Our Lady of Peace, North Brunswick NJ 

Celebrant: Bishop James F. Checchio 

Dinner at 6:30pm Tickets 609.331.3636 

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND 

Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage? 

Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your 

spouse? Are you constantly fighting? Or, do you 

simply shut down? Have you thought about sepa-

ration or divorce? Does talking about it only make 

it worse? 

Retrouvaille is a Lifeline to help couples heal and renew 

their marriages. The program consists of a weekend experi-

ence for married couples (no group discussions) with six 

follow-up sessions. Next session: August 24-26. For more 

information phone the Family Life Office 732.243.4573. 

To Register: Phone Rich and Annette Colasuonno 

732.236.0671 or email  3024@retrouvaille.org. 

TO THE PARENTS OF OUR  

YOUNG CHILDREN,  

MAY WE SUGGEST… RELAX!  

God put the wiggle in children; don’t 

feel you have to suppress it in God’s 

house. All are welcome! Sit toward the 

front where it is easier for your little 

ones to see and hear what’s going on at the altar. They tire 

of seeing the backs of others’ heads. Quietly explain the 

parts of the liturgy and actions of the pastor, deacons, altar 

servers, choir, etc. Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the re-

sponses. Children learn liturgical behavior by copying you. 

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to 

do so, but please come back. As Jesus said, “Let the little 

children come to me.” Remember that the way we wel-

come children in church directly affects the way they re-

spond to the Church, to God, and to one another. Let them 

know that they are at home in this house of worship.  

  

 To our faithful parishioners: The presence of children is 

a gift to the Church and they remind us that our church is 

growing. Please welcome our children and give a smile of 

encouragement to their parents.  
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SAINT  THOMAS  THE  APOSTLE  PARISH AND SCHOOL, OLD BRIDGE, NJ  

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Anonymously Recommended: Carmella Agugliaro,  

Thomas Altruda, Pat Barabas,  Roberta Bodtmann, Barbara and 

George Bollhardt, Michael Boyce, Craig Michael Buttcher, 

Ralph Chiano, Rosemarie Chimienti, Eileen Connolly, Joyce 

Curley, Camella Dacunta, Mafalda Decleva, Josephine DiGio-

ranni, John D’Mello, Nancy Donoghue, Sharon Ferrari, Richard 

Formica, Tom Franken, Laurenzo Fusco, Kay Gage, Stephanie 

Gatto, Johanna Gordon, John Grazziano, Charlotte Guarino, 

Mary Haraz, Dolores Higgins, Rich and Fran Hogan, Katie, Al-

bert King, Joseph Lane, Michael Layden, Modesta Lombardo, 

Shannon Arrand McGuire, Richard Mohring, Richie Naso, Er-

minio Nocera, Jr., John Oghia, Ralph Perez, Sam Pontieri, Mi-

chael Quinlan, Frank Ranelli, Harry Rothlin, Michael Ruffley, 

Joseph Russo Jr., Cousin of Carol Safchinsky, Paul Sachkowsky, 

Lynn Santos, Donna Shenesky, Ruth Tschinkel, Theresa 

Veverka, Susan Whitlock, Mary McBurney Wrede, Mary Yuhas, 

Candida and Edward, Jr. Zglobicki. Please pray for all the sick. 

(Names will remain on our sick list for one month, after which 

time they will be removed, unless we are notified to the con-

trary.) The Clergy will be happy to visit parishioners confined 

to local hospitals. Phone the Pastoral Center: 732.251.4000 

 

 

 

 

••Daughter’s of Divine Charity, St. Joseph Retreat Center, 

850 Hylan, Blvd, Staten Island, NY. Visit website/RSVP Today! 

SIRetreatCenter.org or phone: 718.720.1097. 

••Life Choices Peer Counselor training: Are you a good 

listener? Life Choices, a Pregnancy Help Center, assists women 

faced with an unexpected pregnancy. (732-516-0911) or 

lifechoices @optonline.net.  

••Noises Off!  “A Farce by Michael Frayn,” July 27-29, CBA 

Henderson Theater, Lincroft. PegasustheaterNJ@gmail.com. 

Info: 732.907.7342. Alumni of CBA’s Pegasus Production Co. 

will return to the stage to perfrom their annual summer 

production, which is set to be a comedy. Join us!  

••St. Bernadette Church, Parlin hosts a Jazz Concert,  

Saturday, August 11, 7pm in the Lourdes Center gym. We are 

proud to welcome back The Garden State Jazz Orchestra. $25 pp 

or $30 at the door. Doors open at 6:15pm. Bring wine/

cheese..cake/coffee provided. 732.721.2772/secy@optonline.net. 

••Sisters of Mercy 24th Annual Golf Classic, Tuesday, 

September 25, Spring Lake Golf Club. “Fore” all the details 

on this event, which benefits our retired Sisters, please call Linda 

Cavallo 908.756.0994 ext 4006/ lcavallo@mercymidatlantic.org. 

••Celebration of Marriage Retreat, September 28-30, 

Marianist Family Retreat Center, Cape May Point. This weekend 

is intented for couples married at least 10 years. It honors and 

celebrates the commitment of marriage. We strike a delibrate 

balance among participation/reflection, liturgy, free time, fun 

activities and plenty of “couple time” for walks on the beach. 

Cost: $270 (includes room, meals, and program). Register online 

www.capemaymarianists.org or 609.884.3829.   

HOT LINE  NUMBERS: 

• Alanon/Alateen: 1-888-425-2666 

• Narcotics Anonymous: 1-800-992-0401 

• Nar-Anon of NJ 1-877-424-4491 

• Alcoholics Anonymous: 1-888-568-1112 

• Domestic Violence: 1-800-572-7233 

• NJ Gamblers Anonymous: 1-855-222-5542 

• Suicide/Crisis: 1-800-999-9999 

                               BINGO 

(Including progressive) All proceeds support Saint Thomas 

the Apostle Parish School: Sundays - 5:00pm; Tuesdays 

and Thursdays - 11:00am; Friday—9:00pm and Midnight. 

SENIOR’S MEETING 

            No meeting in August. Enjoy your summer!  

FLOCKNOTE.COM  

..is a simple way for us to communicate with you via email 

or text! Simply register for Flocknote.com and follow the 

instructions … it’s so easy!   

YOUNG ADULT GROUP (20’s-30’s) 

We typically gather on the third Sunday of the month at 

6:30pm. However, during the summer months (June-

August), our schedule will be different as we gather for 

various outings. Info: John staya316@gmail.com 

ST. AMBROSE MAINTENANCE POSITION 

St. Ambrose is seeking a part-time (potential full-time) 

maintenance person for general custodial duties. Must be 

able to perform general handyman tasks, seasonal chores 

(light landscaping/light snow removal), bingo setup/

breakdown in a busy school and church, and be prepared to 

perform occasional manual labor. Applicants must have a 

valid New Jersey Driver’s license and a High School  

Diploma (or GED) and undergo a thorough background 

check. Interested candidates should submit a resume via 

email to joan.abitabile@saintambroseparish.com for this 

position that requires an August 20 start date. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: MIDDLESEX COUNTY FAIR 

Middlesex Cty Right to Life requests volunteers to staff 

their booth on August 7-13. Info: 732.251.5879. 


