
  

 

 

Whatever your status in the Church, whatever your family/marital situation, whatever your religious affilia-

tion, whatever your personal history, age, background, race or color, sexual orientation, you are invited, wel-

comed, accepted, loved and respected here in the Catholic Community of Saint Thomas the Apostle! 

Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish & School  

 Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Pastor 

Rev. Jerome A. Johnson    

 

 

Parochial Vicars 

Rev. Frank W. Fellrath  

Rev. Gerardo B. Paderon 

November 11, 2018 

PEACE & WELCOME! 

            Celebration of Mass  

  Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM & 5:30PM    Weekday: (Pastoral Center Chapel) 

  Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30AM &         Monday - Friday: 8:15AM & 7:00PM* 

              12:00 Noon                         Saturday: 8:15AM 

                                   *Mondays: Celebrated in church with Miraculous Medal Novena 

                      Parish Office:   Tel:  732.251.4000  Fax: 732-251-4946  

        Website:  www.saintthomasob.com   

Deacons 

Robert Bonfante, Sr.  

Patrick W. Hearty 

Joseph C. Tobin 

Scott D. Titmas, Sr.  

 

School Principal 

Ms. Joanne Kowit 

 

PREP Director 

Ms. Debbie Yesis 

 

Director Sacred Music/Liturgy 

Mr. Justin Connors 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

“To make disciples, as we  

know, love and serve God  

and one another.” 
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SAINT  THOMAS  THE  APOSTLE  PARISH  AND  SCHOOL, OLD BRIDGE, NJ 

Thirty - Second Sunday   

In Ordinary Time  

              November 11, 2018 

 

SATURDAY  NOVEMBER 10 - Saint Leo the Great, Pope             

8:15am            + Telesforo Molina r/o Ma. Katherine Iglesias                                                                                    

             VIGIL  

4:00pm            + Charlie Donnelly r/o Holy Name Society  

5:30pm             + James Nasto r/o The 5:30 Ushers 

SUNDAY  NOVEMBER 11 - THIRTY�SECOND SUN  

                 IN ORDINARY TIME 

     (Veteran’s Day)                                                                                                                                

7:30am             + John & Gloria Mihalko r/o Daughter, Judy 

9:00am           + Raymond Graudis r/o Davia & Chris Cornell        

10:30am           + Gary Hoos r/o Chris & Frank Doyle  

12:00pm           + Joan Puglionisi r/o Piccolomini Family 

MONDAY         NOVEMBER 12—Saint Josephat, Bishop & 

      Martyr    

8:15am              + Ida Jolly r/o Janet & George Satterthwaite 

7:00pm**          + Monthly Memorial Mass 

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 13 - St. Frances Xavier Cabrini 

8:15am            + Marco Guarino r/o Sue Sirianni 

7:00pm             + Christopher Harding r/o Michael & Deirdre  

    Sawyer 

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 14    

8:15am              + Martha & Robert Salmon r/o Daughter, Kathy 

7:00pm            +  Milton Johnson r/o Marilyn & Aaron Kabak       

THURSDAY       NOVEMBER 15 - St. Albert the Great, Bshp.   

8:15am            + Walter Duffy r/o Titmas Family 

7:00pm             + Ernesto Celio r/o Dave/May Brunnengraber & 

    Family  

FRIDAY  NOVEMBER 16 -  St. Margaret of Scotland; 

                    St. Gertrude    

8:15am             + David & Linda Siman r/o Carmen Valerio & 

    Family  

7:00pm             + Hank Bernsten r/o Durstewitz Family 

SATURDAY  NOVEMBER 17 - St. Elizabeth of Hungary 

8:15am            +  Christopher Parisi r/o McGarry Family           

    VIGIL  

4:00pm            + Thomas Hazel r/o Wife, Linda Hazel 

5:30pm            + Charlie Donnelly r/o Mayer Family 

SUNDAY  NOVEMBER 18 � THIRTY�THIRD SUN IN 

       ORDINARY TIME 

7:30am             + For Parishioners, Living and Deceased 

9:00am             + Charles Donnelly r/o Stella & Family 

10:30am            + Adele Rozyckie r/o Marge & Peggy Boyle 

12:00pm           + Theresa Sicignano r/o Maureen Hannel/Family 

** Mass in Church 

Welcome to the Parish Family of  St. Thomas!  

If you are new to the community, Welcome! We are grate-

ful to the Lord for your presence with us and look forward 

to including you in all areas of parish life. Please take a 

moment to stop by the Parish Office and register with us 

and after Mass please introduce yourself to Fr. Jay, Fr. 

Frank or Fr. Gerry. Registering and using your envelopes 

makes it easier for us to provide documentation, such as a 

certificate for sponsoring a child for Baptism or Confirma-

tion or to arrange for a wedding. So please register... and 

Welcome! 

Parish Office   

 One St. Thomas Plaza 

 Old Bridge, NJ 08857 

 Tel:  732.251.4000  Fax: 732.251.4946 

School Tel:  732.251.4812 

PREP Tel: 732.251.1660 

Hours  (Lunch 12:30pm-1:30pm approx.):  

   Monday and Friday: 9:00am—4:00pm  

   Tues./Wed./Thurs: 9:00am-8:00pm 

   Saturday-Sunday: 11am—1:30pm   

Contact Information:  

Website: www.saintthomasob.com 

www.facebook.com/pages/St- Thomas-the-Apostle-

Church-Old-Bridge-NJ 

Parish Office Staff  

Business Administrator:       Mr. Michael Luczkow 

Parish Secretary:            Ms. Kristine Yuhas 

Reception/Bingo Coordinator:           Ms. Michelle Loney 

Bulletin Editor:                  Ms. Justine Durstewitz 

Sacramental Information  

BAPTISMS: (1:30pm, most Sundays) The Church calls GOD-

PARENTS, to be practicing Catholics, examples of Christ-

centered living today. All Godparents should submit Sponsor 

letters from their Parish ASAP—but no later than three weeks 

before the scheduled Baptism. PARENTS must attend a Baptis-

mal Preparation Session. (Registration is required.)   

MARRIAGES:  

Arrangements must be made at least one year in advance—before 

any social plans. Either the bride or groom must be a registered 

member of our parish. Once a marriage questionnaire (available in 

Pastoral Center) is completed/returned, a Parish Priest or Deacon 

will then contact the couple. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

In case of dangerous illness or accident, phone the Pastoral Center. A 

communal celebration of the Sacrament is held each year in the 

Spring.  

PENANCE: Individual Confessions most Saturdays, 12:30pm and 

immediately following 5:30pm Mass. Communal Penance during 

Lent/Advent with visiting clergy. 

HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS: Parishioners desiring the 

Sacraments, please contact Pastoral Center. 

 

 REMEMBERING  LOVED ONES . . . 

◊ Sanctuary Candle/Mary Candle, (lit for one week in church/

chapel, available during daytime in Pastoral Center).  

◊ Memorials of Honor ….  Gifts of $25+ entered in Journal 

(courtyard lobby). Envelopes: Pastoral Center. 

This Week in Memory of… 

Col. Michael J. Weiss, USMC 

r/o Loving Wife, Maria 

Sanctuary Candle in Church                  

 

                   Martha & Robert Salmon  

                       r/o Daughter, Kathy         

                    Mary Candle in Chapel      



3 

 

 

NOVEMBER 11, 2018    

  

Adoration:  Wednesdays following the  

8:15am Mass in the Chapel.  

                              Parish Support 

Here at STA we encourage you to be Christian Stewards, using 

everything God has given us—time, talent, treasure—to serve 

Him gratefully. (See Page 2 regarding envelopes.)            

    

Last week’s collection: $13,123  (‘17 $15,903)  Poor: $760   

    Online Giving for October 2018: $        

        Visit our website to get started:   

 www.saintthomasob.com  

“Online giving is so convenient! You never have 

to worry about forgetting your envelope!” Susan    

              DECEASED  LOVED  ONES  

Charles Contessa, Kathleen Coffey,  

Margaret Bock, Dorothy Bowen, Gertrude Tilton, 

Phyllis Alvino, Robert Sewell and Theresa Ellsworth 

PARISH RELIGIOUS  

EDUCATION PROGRAM  

•  PREP Confirmation Candidates only: are 

required to attend a mandatory session Monday, 

November 12, 6:45pm-8:30pm in St. Thomas School.  

• All Confirmation Candidates (PREP/School) are 

asked to donate a non-perishable food item for the 

Thanksgiving Dinner being held here at St. Thomas. 

PREP Candidates please bring your item to the No-

vember 12 session. St. Thomas School students please 

bring your items to the PREP Office. Thank you. 

• All Confirmation paperwork is now due! This in-

cludes your Confirmation Contract, Saint Report and 

Sponsor form. Please return to PREP by November 15. 

Questions: PREP Office 732.251.1660. 

INTERFAITH  

THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

St. Thomas the Apostle Church  

Tuesday, November 20, 7pm 

Light reception to follow in the Parish Room. Please join 

us to worship with neighbors in our community. Please 

bring a non-perishable food item for the Old Bridge Food 

Pantry. 

JOIN ST. THOMAS PARISH CHOIR 

& ST. MARY’S CHOIR ON A  

PILGRIMAGE  TO  ITALY 

...from April 22-30, 2019. We are pleased 

to open the trip to all parishioners. This 

nine-day trip will tour Florence, Orvieto, Assisi, Rome and 

Vatican City. See the choir sing praise in multiple 

churches, including St. Peters Basilica. Contact Justin Con-

nors for a brochure. Final payment is due in January.  

PARISH CHOIR SEE’S CANDY  

FUNDRAISER RETURNS THIS YEAR! 

  During the month of November the Parish 

Choir will be holding the See’s Candy Fund-

raiser, just in time for the Christmas season. 

The proceeds will help offset choir costs incurred during 

the year - music purchases, instrumentalists for the holiday, 

robe maintenance, etc.  

Also, this fundraiser will help support a joint venture with  

St. Mary’s Choir, S. Amboy for our choir trip next year.  

The tour will enable our choir to sing in many of the beau-

tiful churches in Assisi, Florence and Rome and will in-

clude being part of a choir singing at a Papal Mass. We are 

very excited about this opportunity and we greatly appreci-

ate your support!   

  Order forms will be available in the auditorium after all 

Masses and must be submitted by November 24/25 (to ei-

ther the auditorium or the Pastoral Center). Orders will be 

ready for pickup prior to Christmas.  

MANY THANKS… 

…to Ms. Kowit, Mr. Babits 

(Teacher/DJ)  and St. Thomas the 

Apostle School for promoting the 

Father/Daughter Dance sponsored by 

the Holy Name Society this past Sat-

urday (Nov. 3). Also, our thanks to TopHat Catering for the 

delicious food and dessert. A great time was had by all!   

NEXT WEEKEND: SECOND COLLECTION 

...is for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. 

Over 46 million people in the U.S live in poverty. This col-

lection supports programs to empower people to identify 

and address the obstacles they face as they work to lift 

themselves out of poverty. Learn more about the campaign: 

www.usccb.org/cchd/collection. 

VETERAN’S DAY   

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11  

 God of peace, we pray for those who have 

served our Nation and who laid down their lives to protect 

and defend our freedom. We pray for those who have 

fought, whose spirits and bodies are scarred by war, whose 

nights are haunted by memories too painful for the light of 

day. We pray for those who serve us now, especially for 

those in harm’s way. Shield them from danger and bring 

them home. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ADVENT REFLECTION 

Join Father Gerry for Advent Reflection exploring the 

promises of God on Monday 12:00 noon in the Chapel and 

Monday evening after 7:00pm Mass/Novena (church) on 

November 19, 26, and December 3. All are welcome!  
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THIRTY-SECOND  SUNDAY  IN  ORDINARY TIME   

“EDUCATING HEARTS  & MINDS!”  

     St. Thomas the Apostle Parish School   ●  Pre-K - 8th  Grade       

  Sue Sirianni, Admissions Office 732.251.4000 x8253    

333 Highway 18, OB    Visit our website:  www.sttaob.com 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

FOR LITTLE ANGELS NURSERY   

...at the Noon Mass. Please consider sharing an hour of 

your time to support the young families of our parish. 

Strengthening the faith of our parents keeps faith strong in 

our families. Contact MaryAnne Donoghue, 732.251.5795 

or email MdonoghueSTA@gmail.com. 

   “Let us never lose hope! God loves us  

always, even with our mistakes and sins.”      

      Pope Francis 

Bishop Checchio with our Kindergarten students. 

HUNTERDON HILLS  

CHRISTMAS SHOW WITH FR. JAY 

Saturday, November 17 

 Lunch & Show (transportation included). 

Cost $90pp. Info: Pastoral Center 

732.251.4000. 

CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR CHILDREN  

WITH DISABILITITES 

The 3rd Annual Diocesan Christmas Party for 

Children and Young Adults with disabilities will 

be held on Saturday, December 15. Due to limited space, 

this is a ticket only event and pre-registration is required. 

Please email the Office for Persons with Disabilities at: 

2018domchristmaspary@gmail.com or by calling 

732.765.6432 for more information. We will graciously 

accept donations from parishioners who wish to contribute 

towards gifts for this event. (Checks only please, no toys or 

gift cards). Thank you for your generosity!   

ST. THOMAS PARISH BLOOD DRIVE 

  Recently, New Jersey Blood Services held a meeting for 

its Blood Drive Chair people to review the 2017 campaign.  

Once again St. Thomas Parish placed in the Top Ten of 

Faith Based Blood Drives in the entire State of New Jersey. 

  A few statistics about blood: last year over 60,000 units of 

blood were donated and used by over 200 area hospitals. 

The average blood recipient gets 3 units of blood. In the 

United States 60% of the population is capable of donating 

blood but only 5% actually does. There is no artificial 

blood; the only way to get blood for someone is for a per-

son to donate it. A very sincere THANK YOU to all of you 

who have consistently donated at our Blood Drives over the 

years. Please consider joining us at our Winter Blood Drive 

which is scheduled for January 5, 2019!   

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES 

All Confirmation Candidates: must sign the Mass atten-

dance book (red binder) located near the Blessed Mother 

statue in church. Please arrive a few minutes early or stay 

after Mass to sign the book. Please do not sign the book 

during Mass or after receiving Communion. If you at-

tend another parish, please bring a bulletin signed by a lo-

cal priest.  

Travel with Fr. Jay on a Blue  

Danube River Cruise & Attend 

Oberammergau Passion Play 

              May 17– May 26, 2020 

Join Father Jay on this rich in history trip. Begin in Buda-

pest then Esztergom, Vienna, Melk, Passau, Oberammer-

gau & finally Munich Germany. Attend a performance in 

Oberammergau of the Passion of Christ (performed once 

every decade since 1633). For more information contact 

Jet Vacations at 855.538.0999 or  email them at  

customercare@jetvacations.com.  
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SAINT  THOMAS  THE  APOSTLE  PARISH  AND  SCHOOL, OLD BRIDGE, NJ     

For those who are not able to come to the 

auditorium, meals can be delivered in a 2-

mile radius.   

               Pre-registration required.  

   Contact Deacon Scott: 732.251.4000 x8231. 
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SAINT  THOMAS  THE  APOSTLE  PARISH AND SCHOOL, OLD BRIDGE, NJ  

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Anonymously Recommended: Carmella Agugliaro, Thomas Al-

truda, Pat Barabas, Ed Bator, John Blienfernic, Roberta 

Bodtmann, Barbara and George Bollhardt, Michael Boyce, Craig 

Michael Buttcher, Sylvia Caria, Ralph Chiano, Eileen Connolly, 

Louis Coromilias, Camella Dacunta, Mafalda Decleva, John 

D’Mello, Nancy Donoghue, Sharon Ferrari, Gary Ferreri, Sr., 

Richard Formica, Tom Franken, Kay Gage, Stephanie Gatto, 

Johanna Gordon, Charlotte Guarino, Mary Haraz, Matthew Har-

ris, Mary Hartwigson, Vladimire Kachur, Katie, Cathleen Kim-

ber, Albert King, Dylan LaForge, Joseph Lane, Michael Layden, 

Thomas Layden, Shannon Arrand McGuire, Bob Molloy, Richie 

Naso, Ralph Perez, Sam Pontieri, Michael Quinlan, Frank Ra-

nelli, Harry Rothlin, Michael Ruffley, Joseph Russo Jr., Claire 

Salamon, Lynn Santos, Marie Sarna, Donna Shenesky, Fr. Tho-

mas E. Smith (S.J.), Ruth Tschinkel, Theresa Veverka, Pati Wert, 

Mary McBurney Wrede, Peter Wysheff, Mary Yuhas, Candida 

and Edward, Jr. Zglobicki. Please pray for all the sick. (Names 

will remain on our sick list for one month, after which time 

they will be removed, unless we are notified to the contrary.) 

The Clergy will be happy to visit parishioners confined to local 

hospitals. Phone the Pastoral Center: 732.251.4000 

 

 

 

 

••In Honor of the 100th Anniversary of the ending of WWI the 

AOH Brian Boru Div. 14 of Middlesex County invites you to a 

movie night, Sunday, November 11 at Corpus Christi Hall in S. 

River. The movie the “The Fighting 69th” starring James 

Cagney, Pat O’Brien, and George Brent. Light refeshments will 

be available starting at 6pm and 7pm movie. Free will donation 

will be accepted. Info: 732.540.7823 or njaohdiv14@gmail.com.  

••Middlesex County College Program Spotlight, Wednesday, 

November 14, 6pm. Meet with Faculty, Students, and Alumni. 

Register! Seats are limited. www.middlesexcc.edu/information- 

Sessions. Success starts here!  

••Men’s Retreat, November 16-18, Marianist Family Retreat 

Center, Cape May Point, 609.884.3829. Open to men from all 

walks of life. Register www.capymaymarianists.org. 

••Immaculate Conception, Spotswood, “Vendors Wanted” Fall 

Festival/Craft Show, Saturday, November 24. Reserve a space/

table, please contact Jay 609.409.0199. 

••Church of the Sacred Heart, 200 Randolph Ave., S. 

Plainfield, The Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea, Sunday, 

November 25, 3pm. Info: Parish Center 908.756.0633.ext 110. 

••St. Ambrose Knights of Columbus is hosting a Christmas 

Breakfast with St. Nicholas, 81 Throckmorton Lane, OB on 

December 2, 8:30am-12 Noon. Menu: pancakes, eggs, bacon, 

sausage, cereal, bagels coffee, etc. $10 adults/$6 children. Phone: 

Kathleen 732.261.3634 to RSVP.  

••The Role of Laity in These Times, December 6, 7pm, St. 

Bartholomew Church, East Brunswick. Dr. Zeni Fox, PhD.  

••Fatima, Lourdes & Shrines (Portugal, Spain France), June 

11-19, 2019. Catholic Cruises Inc. Info: Doug or Eileen 

860.399.1785. Eileen@catholiccruisesandtours.com.  

                      OUR PANTRY IS LOW ! 

Our pantry receives your non-perishable food do-

nations to help neighbors that are in need. Please 

be sure your items are fresh and do not carry ex-

pired dates! Thank you!  

HOT LINE  NUMBERS: 

• Alanon/Alateen: 1-888-425-2666 

• Narcotics Anonymous: 1-800-992-0401 

• Nar-Anon of NJ 1-877-424-4491 

• Alcoholics Anonymous: 1-888-568-1112 

• Domestic Violence: 1-800-572-7233 

• NJ Gamblers Anonymous: 1-855-222-5542 

• Suicide/Crisis: 1-800-999-9999 

                               BINGO 

(Including progressive) All proceeds support Saint Thomas 

the Apostle Parish School: Sundays - 5:00pm; Tuesdays 

and Thursdays - 11:00am; Friday—9:00pm and Midnight. 

DOMESTIC CHURCH MEDIA 

“Proclaiming the Joy of the Gospel  

& Communicating Hope on Catholic Radio!” 

Download FREE Domestic Church Media APP and Sub-

scribe to podcasts or listen live online at: 

www.DomesticChurchMedia.org 

WFJS 1260AM & 89.3FM / WGYM 1580AM/WSMJ 91.9FM  
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Saturday, December 8, 7pm, (doors open 6:30), K 

of C, 61 Pine Street, OB. Buffet Dinner/Photobomb 

Booth for your Christmas picture and of course our own 

Bernie Wisniewski’s Band (with Mike, Gene and Bob) Cost: 

$40/$70 couple. Info: George 732.238.5743 or Bernie 

732.947.2135 or John 732.763.3280. 

ANNUAL POINSETTIA SALE 

Our Knights of Columbus #4815 will be 

sponsoring a poinsettia sale beginning De-

cember 1/2 through December 22/23. 

Please visit the auditorium to see the beautiful assortment 

of flowers.  

Great gifts for Christmas! Thank you! 


