Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish & School

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME OCTOBER 24, 2021

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

“To make disciples, as we know, love and serve God and one another.”

Pastor:
Rev. Jerome A. Johnson

Parochial Vicars:
Rev. Frank W. Fellrath
Rev. Nalaka Silva

51, Thomas the Aposife Parish

Deacons:
Robert Bonfante, Sr.
Patrick W. Hearty
Joseph C. Tobin
Scott D. Titmas, Sr.

School Principal:
Annette Pioppo

School Vice Principal:
Diane Zarate

A Century of Faith ... A Futwre of Hope

PREP Director:
Ms. Debbie Yesis

Director Sacred Music/Liturgy:
Mr. Justin Connors

Celebration of Mass

Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm *Mondays: Celebrated in church with
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am & 12:00Noon Miraculous Medal Novena.
Weekday: Parish Office: Tel: 732.251.4000
Monday - Friday: 8:00am & 12:15pm* Fax: 732.251.4946

Website: www.saintthomasob.com

PEACE & WELCOME

Whatever your status in the Church, whatever your family/marital situation, whatever your religious affiliation,
whatever your personal history, age, background, race or color, sexual orientation, you are invited,
welcomed, accepted, loved and respected here in the Catholic Community of Saint Thomas the Apostle!
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THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
OCTOBER 24, 2021

SATURDAY October 23 - St. John of Capistrano, Priest
Vigil
4:00pm Paul Messina r/o Steven/Patricia Olsen
Helen Jurgill r/o Ron Murafsky
Doreen Webster Maclsaac r/o Mom/Dad/Family
SUNDAY October 24 - Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00am Ann Inserra r/o son, George
10:00am Int. Pat/Criss Farrell r/o John/Bridget Curran
Thomas Glynn r/o Steve/Lynn Santurro
12:00pm Theresa Kauffman r/o Gallagher Family
MONDAY October 25
8:00am Sylvia Armhold r/o Catherine Franken
12:15pm Arlene Rosinski r/o Percy/Alice Brown
TUESDAY October 26
8:00am Norbert Tschinkel r/o Tschinkel Family
12:15pm Barbara Carney r/o Aaron/Marilyn Kabak

WEDNESDAY October 27

8:00am Max Borruso r/o mom, Janet Borruso
12:15pm Nicholas Vastola Jr. r/o MaryAnn/Fran/Tony
THURSDAY October 28 - Saints Simon/Jude, Apostles
8:00am Frances Yeomans r/o Michael/Barbara Clements
12:15pm Cheryl Mensel r/o Anthony/Maureen Finello
FRIDAY October 29
8:00am Stephen Talarick r/o Children
12:15pm Marie Antonelli r/o Siobhan/Joe Mulvanerton
SATURDAY October 30
Vigil
4:00pm John Carrigg r/o Ellen Veith
Ernest Nagy, Jr. r/o Brian Nagy
Kieran P. Clements r/o Michael/Barbara Clements
SUNDAY October 31-Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00am Armando Santos Ribeiro r/o George Gonzalez
10:00am Joan Godette r/o Marantino Family
Richard J. Wilson r/o Marie/Children
12:00pm Lila Donavan r/o R} McGuire

Welcome to the Parish Family of St. Thomas!
If you are new to the community, Welcome! We are grate-
ful to the Lord for your presence with us, and look forward
to including you in all areas of parish life. Please take a
moment to stop by the Parish Office and register with us.
After Mass, please introduce yourself to Father Jay, Father
Frank or Father Nalaka. Registering and using your enve-
lopes makes it easier for us to provide documentation, such
as a certificate for sponsoring a child for Baptism or Confir-
mation or to arrange for a wedding. So please register...
and Welcome!

Parish Office : One St. Thomas Plaza

Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Tel: 732.251.4000 Fax: 732.251.4946
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:00pm

Saturday-Sunday 10:30am-1:30pm
(Lunch 12:30pm-1:30pm approx.)
School Tel: 732.251.4812
PREP Tel: 732.251.1660

Contact Information:

Website: www.saintthomasob.com
www.facebook.com/pages/St-Thomas-the-Apostle-Church-Old-
Bridge-NJ

Parish Office Staff

Business Administrator:
Parish Secretary:
Reception/Bingo Coordinator:
Bulletin Editor:

Ms. Michelle Loney
Mes. Lisa Sorrentino
Ms. Jenn Bachonski
Ms. Nellie Moran

DECEASED + LOVED ONES

Joyce Yuhas, Sadie V. Smith, Christopher Doyle,
William R. Mantani, Jean Gattuso, Jerome D. Casey,

Sacramental Information
BAPTISMS: (1:30pm, most Sundays) The Church calls
GODPARENTS, to be practicing Catholics, examples of Christ-
centered living today. All Godparents should submit Sponsor
letters from their Parish ASAP—but no later than three weeks
before the scheduled Baptism. PARENTS must attend a Baptis-
mal Preparation Session. (Registration is required.)

MARRIAGES:

Arrangements must be made at least one year in advance—before
any social plans. Either the bride or groom must be a registered
member of our parish. Once a marriage questionnaire (available in
Pastoral Center) is completed/returned, a Parish Priest or Deacon
will then contact the couple.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:

In case of dangerous illness or accident, phone the Pastoral Center. A
communal celebration of the Sacrament is held each year in the
Spring.

PENANCE: Individual Confessions Saturdays, 12:30pm in the
church.

HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS: Parishioners desiring the
Sacraments, please contact Pastoral Center.

REMEMBERING LOVED ONES...
Sanctuary Candle/Mary Candle, (lit for one week in church/
chapel, available during daytime in Pastoral Center).
Wall of Remembrance: Honor your Loved ones with a can-
dle that burns for one year and has a plaque under the candle in
the church.




OCTOBER 24, 2021

THIS WEEKEND: WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

We celebrate this day by remembering our baptismal call
to bring the Gospel to all! The collection today for the So-
ciety for the Propagation of the Faith supports the work
and witness of the Mission Church, as it provides for
priests, religious and lay leaders who offer the Lord’s mer-
cy and concrete help to the most vulnerable communities
in the Pope’s mission. Thank you for your generosity.

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE
Tuesday, November 2 - 7:00pm

During this liturgy we will remember by name
each parishioner who died during this past year. A relative
or friend will come forward to receive a candle and place
it to the right side of the altar. We also include non-
parishioners who are members of a parishioner’s immedi-
ate family (parents, brothers, sisters, children) who died
between October 15, 2020 and October 31, 2021. Please
call the Parish Office with the name of the deceased ,date
of death, and the name/telephone number of the person
requesting the remembrance no later than October 29.
Refreshments to follow in the auditorium.

All are welcome!

ALL SOULS—TRIDUUM OF MASSES

All Souls Day envelopes are included with your weekly/
monthly envelopes and additional envelopes are available
(at exits) to specify Departed Loved Ones who will be re-
membered in three Masses: November 1 (7:00pm),
November 2 (8:00am and 7:00pm). Please deposit com-
pleted envelopes in the collection basket or bring to the
Parish Office no later than Oct. 31st so that we may place
them on the altar. Thank you!

HAPPY 100TH ANNIVERSARY

m ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH!

My brothers and sisters, as we celebrate this milestone in
our parish’s life and history, we do so on the firm founda-
tion given us by the former pastors, priests, religious, ben-
efactors and parishioners of St. Thomas who answered the
call given them by God to serve His people here in Old
Bridge. We give thanks for all of them who made it possi-
ble for us to face the future with hope and confidence as
we now strive to do what they did ... as we now join to-
gether as one to carry out the Church’s mission leading
people into a real relationship with Jesus Christ.

We especially give thanks to almighty God who has sus-
tained and guided our parish from the beginning and we
ask for His continued favor and graces as we enter our sec-
ond century in service to His people.

[ am very grateful to all who worked so hard to make the
Mass and Gala wonderful celebrations to our parish! In a
special way I would like to thank Justin Connors our Di-
rector of Music and Liturgy for coordinating the Mass and
providing, along with the Choir and musicians, the magnif-
icent music for the Anniversary Mass! As always, it was
such a grace and blessing to welcome Bishop Checchio
who celebrated and preached at the Mass. We thank him
for being here and celebrating with us. [ would also like to
thank in a special way Jen and Joe Pasqua and the Gala
Committee for organizing the wonderful Gala and Dinner!
The food was delicious and everyone in attendance en-
joyed themselves. God bless all of you, the wonderful pa-
rishioners of St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, as we enter
the second century of service to God’s people here in Old
Bridge. Happy 100th Anniversary to all!

Fr. Jay

BAPTISMAL PREPARATION
All parents must participate in a Baptismal Preparation Pro-
gram. Next class: Tuesday, Oct. 26, 7:30pm (Parish Room).
Registration required. Remember, the Sacrament of Bap-
tism is a sacred event regulated by Church (Canon) law.

Please do not plan any activity until dates are confirmed.
Any questions - call 732.251.4000

fig@ PARISH SUPPORT

Here at STA we encourage you to be Christian
Stewards, using everything God has given us—time, talent,
treasure—to serve Him gratefully.

You may mail in your weekly donation to:

St. Thomas Church, 1 St. Thomas Plaza, Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Online Giving... Visit our website to get started:
www.saintthomasob.com.

Collection: October 10/17: $14,625.00
Organ Collection : $ 2,368.00

PIR_[ElP]

PARSH RELGOUS BEILCATON PROGRAM

We would like to welcome back our PREP families to an-
other great year! It has been so nice seeing everyone in
person once again. We are now in our fourth week of clas-
ses and we are off to a fantastic start. We have all the won-
derful Catechists that we need as well as our aides, both
high school students and adults. We are so very blessed.
We have over 415 students in our program and we are still
growing. We also welcomed over twenty new families
who have joined St. Thomas the Apostle Parish so that
their children could attend St. Thomas PREP!

If you would like information about St. Thomas PREP,
please call our office at 732.251.1660.

All Confirmation Candidates: Both St. Thomas PREP
and St. Thomas School Confirmation Candidates must at-
tend a gathering with one parent on Monday, November 8
at 6:45pm in the auditorium. Our speaker will be Sr.
Hosea Rupprecht, and the topic will be integrating culture,
faith and media. Q’s call the PREP Office - 732.251.1660.




J'ﬁ MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS

ﬂ The St. Thomas Parish Choir, and Family Choir
have combined to form the St. Thomas Singers. Rachel
Gavin, the longtime director of the Family Choir has re-
tired (she is also now a proud grandmother) and we wish
to thank her for the many years of ministry that her entire
family were all a part of. The St. Thomas Singers rehears-
es on Thursday’s at 7:30 pm in the church and will sing
for the Sunday 10am Mass, as well as other holidays and
special liturgies. We have begun preparing for our 100™
Anniversary Mass next month. We welcome any new
members to join us, no previous experience required.
(Vaccinations strongly encouraged since we are in
close proximity to each other). Any questions, please
see Justin at one of our Masses.

St. Thiomas the Apostle Chirch
333 NJ-18, Old Bridge, N 08857

+ 15+ Food Trucks

« Live Music Starting
atl7:30AM

» Craft Vendors

» Boardwalk Style Games

* Face Painters
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Bring your lawn chair and your appetite. Over 15 food ven-
dors and Classic Cars coming to St. Thomas. In addition to
the amazing food and live music; play Jersey Shore style
games, hatchet toss, bounce in the house, henna body art, sand
art and more. Kids admission include Free Bounce House!
Tickets are: $8 for adults and $5 for children 4-10 at the
door—3$6 for adults and $4 for children in advance.

To purchase tickets go to: mega-bite-events.ticketleap.com
Scroll down to St. Thomas and click on get tickets.

5 Mega fite/ VOLUNTEERS NEEDED ...

@ ... to help with the Food Truck Festival on

Saturday, October 30th - 11:00am to 7:00pm.
Two hour slots available. Please call the Parish Office
(732.251.4000).

ADVERTISING IN OUR BULLETIN!
Did you know we have 4,000+ families registered here at

STA? What better way to advertise your business?
We need and appreciate your help!

Our thanks to all current advertisers!

Congratulations to our 2022 St. Thomas g o
Cash Calendar talented Photographers m

Nellie Moran, Maureen Nigro, Rachel Gavin,

Sharon Bolds, Keri Sewell-Vittorio, Alice Brown, Jeric Bal-
maceda, Debra Simon, MaryAnne Donoghue, Janet Rem-
linger, Michelle Loney, and a sincere “thank you” to all
who submitted more than 100 truly majestic photos of
God'’s Creation.

Our beautiful calendars are on the Way! Stay tuned ...

LIFE CHOICES RESOURCE CENTER
“Baby Bottle blessings”

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish will host a Baby Bottle Bless-
ings” Bottle and Envelope Campaign for Life Chocies Re-
source Center, Metuchen. For over 36 years they have been
serving women/families in our local community by offering
free services including ultrasounds, pregnancy test, counsel-
ing, hope and friendship to those facing crisis pregnancies.
Help spread the Gospel of Life; take home a bottle or an en-
velope, fill the bottle or fill out the form with your cash,
check or credit card information and return it the weekend of
November 6-7 or sooner. Drop bottles in collection bin or the
form in the collection basket. You may also mail to Life
Choices Resource Center, 503 Main Street, Metuchen, NJ
08840. Your gift will help save a baby’s life. Thank you!
www.LifeChoicesRC.com

RESPECT FOR LIFE MONTH
How to Build a Culture of Life

Watching the news and reading the head-
lines, we may feel helpless seeing the heart-
breaking lack of respect for human life. How
do we respond? Changing the culture is a process of con-
version that begins in our own hearts. When we encounter
Christ, experience His love, and deepen our relationship
with Him, we become more aware of our own immeasura-
ble worth and that of others. His unchanging love is the
source of our God-given dignity, which, therefore, cannot
be taken away. When someone is facing great trials, we
need to walk with them on their journey, intercede for
them, and be open to sharing Christ’s love however He
directs. We simply need to follow where He leads. If you
are interested in joining Right to Life, please call the Par-
ish Office at 732.251.4000.

B . Almighty and Eternal God, In Your unfailing love
" You provide ministers for Your Church. We pray :

that more men may hear Your call to serve the

Church of Metuchen as priests. Inspire in them a generous

s response. Grant them courage and vision to serve Your peo-

: ple. May their lives and service as Men of the Eucharist call %
: Your people to respond to the presence of Your Spirit among =
s us that, faithful to the Gospel and hope of Jesus Christ, we

s may all be reconciled to God, announce glad tidings to the

: poor, proclaim liberty to captives, set prisoners free, and

s renew the face of the earth. Amen



