Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish and School

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 17, 2024

Pastor:
Rev. Jerome A. Johnson

Parochial Vicars:
Rev. John M. Rozembajgier, JCL
Rev. Joseph Thippabathini

Deacons:
Robert Bonfante, Sr.
Patrick W. Hearty
Scott D. Titmas, Sr.
Joseph C. Tobin

School Principal:
Annette Pioppo

School Vice Principal:
Diane Zarate

PREP Director:
Debbie Yesis

Director of Sacred Music/Liturgy:

Daniel Neff

CELEBRATION OF MASS

Weekend:
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm
Sunday, 8:00am, 10:00am & 12:00 Noon

Weekday:
Monday - Friday: 8:00am and 12:15pm*

Mondays: Celebrated in Church with
Miraculous Medal Novena.

Parish Office: Tel -732.251.4000
Fax - 732.251.4946
Website: www.saintthomasob.com

PEACE AND WELCOME

Whatever your status in the Church, whatever your family/marital situation, whatever your religious affiliation,
whatever your personal history, age, background, race or color, sexual orientation, you are invited, welcomed,
accepted, loved and respected here in the Catholic Community of Saint Thomas the Apostle!



MASS/L
INTERNTIONS

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 17, 2024

SATURDAY MARCH 16

4:00pm Stan D’Mello r/o D’Mello Family

SUNDAY MARCH 17 - FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

8:00am Mr. & Mrs. James Cutrone r/o Anthony & Terri
Cutrone

10:00am Grandparents Flynn & Boyle r/o Marge Boyle

12:00pm For Our Parishoners
MONDAY MARCH 18

8:00am Florence Filizof/ Janet & Tim Seell
12:15pm Joann Apruzzi r/o Andy & Peggy Diaz
TUESDAY MARCH 19 - ST. JOSEPH SPOUSE OF THE

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
8:00am Theresa Toto r/o Tim & MaryAnne Donoghue
12:15pm St. Joseph r/o Bellina Family, Josephine & children

WEDNESDAY MARCH 20
8:00am Ed Fernandez r/o Nick & Patti Casertano
12:15pm Florence & John Moran r/o Nellie & Marty

THURSDAY MARCH 21
8:00am Earl Christopher Reyes r/o Reyes Family

12:15pm David Howarth r/o Dolores & Michael Ambrosio
FRIDAY MARCH 22

8:00am John Kosovich Jr. r/o Harris Family

12:15pm Mark Brower r/o Chris Doyle

7:00pm Mary’s Way of the Cross

SATURDAY MARCH 23
4:00pm Bill, Regina, Billy & Sonny r/o Lewandoski Family

SUNDAY MARCH 24 - PALM SUNDAY

8:00am For Our Parishioners
10:00am Stan D’Mello r/o Stella Cavallo
12:00pm Eugene Hadden r/o Ed & Beth Stefanski

Welcome to the Parish Family of St. Thomas!
If you are new to the community, Welcome!
We are grateful to the Lord for your presence with us, and
look forward to including you in all areas of parish life.
Please take a moment to stop by the Parish Office and
register with us. After Mass, please introduce yourself to
Father Jay, Father John or Father Joseph. Registering and
using your envelopes makes it easier for us to provide
documentation, such as a certificate for sponsoring a child
for Baptism or Confirmation or to arrange for a wedding.
So please register... and Welcome!

Parish Office : One St. Thomas Plaza, Old Bridge, NJ 08857
Tel: 732.251.4000 Fax: 732.251.4946

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:00pm
Saturday-Sunday 10:30am-1:30pm
Tuesday and Thursday 9:00am - 7:00pm
(Lunch 12:30pm-1:30pm )
732.251.4812
732.251.1660

Contact Information:
Website: www.saintthomasob.com
www.facebook.com/pages/St-Thomas-the-Apostle-Church-
Old-Bridge-NJ

School Tel:
PREP Tel:

Parish Office Staff

Business Administrator:
Parish Secretary:
Reception/Bingo Coordinator:
Bulletin Editor:

Ms. Michelle Loney
Ms. Lisa Sorrentino
Ms. Jennifer Bachonski
Ms. Lisa Sorrentino

The Mary Candle in the Church for this week burns
in memory of: Bellina Family 3
r/0 Josephina Bellina & Family '

The Sanctuary Candle in the Church for this week
burns in memory of: Christine LoPresto
r/o Kathy Salmon

Sacramental Information

BAPTISMS:

Sundays: 1:30pm, twice a month. The Church calls
GODPARENTS, to be practicing Catholics, examples of
Christ-centered living today. All Godparents should submit
Sponsor letters from their Parish ASAP—but no later than three
weeks before the scheduled Baptism. PARENTS must attend a
Baptismal Preparation Session. (Registration is required.)

MARRIAGES:

Arrangements must be made at least one year in advance—before
any social plans. Either the bride or groom must be a registered
member of our parish. Once the marriage questionnaire is completed
and returned, a Parish Priest or Deacon will then contact the couple.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:

In case of dangerous illness or accident, phone the Pastoral Center.
A communal celebration of the Sacrament is held each year in the
Spring.

RECONCILIATION:
Individual Confessions Saturdays, 12:30pm in the Church.

HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS: Parishioners desiring the
Sacraments, please contact Pastoral Center.

REMEMBERING LOVED ONES...
Sanctuary Candle/Mary Candle, lit for one week in Church,
available during daytime in Pastoral Center.

Wall of Remembrance: Honor your Loved ones with a candle
that burns for one year and has a plaque under the candle in the
Church.




PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

Anonymously Recommended: Bob Andrews, Anthony
Androvich, Ronald Atlak Sr, Walter Blais, Edmund
Crookhorn, Chet Dudek, Sienna Franco, Anthony D.,
Joseph Fricano, Joanne Howard, Patricia Howley, Pat &
Rudy Maurer, Barbara McMillian, Daniel Mechkowski,
Paul & Vivian Montalban, Rita Murray, Ernie Nocera,
Frank Ranelli, Lucia Rella, Salvatore Sodano, John So-
porowski, Eileen Stolte, Irene Sutton, Rich Szuminsky,
Joseph Vasham, Isilio Villa, Nell White.

Please pray for all the sick. (Names will remain on our
sick list for one month, after which time they will be
removed, unless we are notified to the contrary.) The
Clergy will be happy to visit parishioners confined to
their home or local hospital.

Contact the Parish Office at 732.251.4000. If a name no
longer needs to be on our list.

PREP Candidates only:

DECEASED + LOVED ONES
Harold Maresco, Maryann Spector

PARISH SUPPORT

Here at STA we encourage you to be Christian Stewards,
using everything God has given us: time, talent,
treasure—to serve Him gratefully.

You may mail in your weekly donation to:
St. Thomas Church, One St. Thomas Plaza
Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Online Giving... Visit our website to get started.:
www.saintthomasob.com or other ways to give:

o visit https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/PS-
1381

e Scan the QR code below

e Use your envelopes

The collection for March 9th/10th...$ 17,363

THANK YOU!

Our next mandatory session is tomorrow Monday,
March 18th from 6:45 - 8:30pm in St. Thomas School.
Please arrive promptly!

Confirmation:

Confirmation will be celebrated Wednesday, April 17th at
4:00pm. Confirmation rehearsal will be on Monday, April
15th at 6:00pm in the Church. Sponsor or parent must at-
tend rehearsal with student.

Liturgy of the Word with Children at the 10:00am
Mass:

Children in Grades K-8 are invited to go to the Pastoral
Center, listen to the Readings, share a reflection and
Prayers of the Faithful on their level. Children are well-
supervised and returned to their parents during the
Presentation Hymn for the Eucharist. We will meet every
Sunday in Lent.

2024 Lenten Obligations

¢ The days of both fast and abstinence are Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday (March 29).

¢ The other Fridays of Lent (Feb. 23, Mar. 1, 8, 15, and 22)
are days of abstinence.

¢ Fasting in the Roman Catholic tradition means to limit
oneself to one full meal with two smaller which together do
not equal the size of your full meal. The obligation of
fasting applies only to Catholics between the ages of 18 and
59.

¢ Abstinence in the Roman Catholic tradition means to
abstain from eating meat (beef, chicken, pork, turkey, etc.)
The obligation of abstinence applies to all Catholics who

have reached the age of 14.

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 2024

Our Goal - $88,000
Amount Received - $38,983

S——

DONATIONS

If you would like to make a donation to the St. Thomas
Tricky Tray, please drop it off at the Pastoral Center.
Thank You!

Lenten Quotes

“Lenten fasts make me feel better, stronger, and more
active than ever.”
- St. Catherine of Genoa




PR AY FOR DEACONS TABLE EASTER DINNER
hF ‘ 1 1
#ill¥t yocaTIONS o

Lord Jesus, Son of the Eternal Father and Mary Immaculate,
grant to children/grandchildren the generosity necessary to

follow Your call and the courage required to overcome all March 20, 2024

obstacles to their vocation. Give us faith, love and spirit of 4:00pm - 6:00pm

sacrifice which will inspire us to offer our children to God’s St. Thomas the Apostle Church
service and to rejoice whenever one of our children is called to 333 Highway 18, Old Bridge, NJ

the priesthood and religious life. Let your example and that of

Your Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph encourage both young We will be distributing dinners to take home.
people and parents and let Your grace sustain them. Amen. Come pick up your dinner at

St. Thomas the Apostle Church.

Please RSVP to stitmas(@sttaob.com or
Call the parish office at 732.251.4000

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS FOR MARCH 1—15

COME CELEBRATE THE

PASSOVER SEDER OF THE LORD Mar. 1 #283 Mar. 9 #1291
All 6™, 7" and 8™ graders L \ Mar. 2 # 872 Mar. 10 # 674
are invited to join us \ Bring & 7 )
Wadnasday, Match 27, 2024 Mar. 3 #313 Mar. 11 #1080
6:00 to 9:00pm in the Parish Center.
DINNER WILL BE SERVED. Mar. 4 #928 Mar. 12 # 759
RSVP by Monday March 18, 2024
to Mrs. Valerie Romer Mar. 5 # 829 Mar. 13 #1380
at: kvrkc@aol.com or text 732-586-0303
Mar. 6 # 459 Mar. 14 #1191
Mar. 7 #154 Mar. 15 #1164
Mar. 8 #1188

HOLY NAME SOCIETY
Sponsoring

Saturday — March 23, 2024 - 10 am to Ipm
In the Pastoral Center

The Table at St. Thomas Beaturing fios
Saturday, April 13, 2024 “MOTHER TERESA”
Her heart found the forgotten, her faith found a way.
St. Thomas the Apostle Church
333 Highway 18, Old Bridge, NJ

We will be distributing dinners to take home.
Come and pick up your dinner at
St. Thomas the Apostle Church

Please RSVP to chrisdoyle167@gmail.com And
or Call 732-609-1499 Deacon Joseph Tobin Guest Presenter

Cost is a Donation to Food Bank
Prior to Retreat
Join us for a great day of Parish Fellowship

PLEASE BE SURE TO PICKUP BETWEEN 12:00 & 1:30




Fifth Sunday in Lent

’

“I will be their God and they shall be my people...’
Jeremiah 31:33

What does it mean to be God’s people? It means we rec-
ognize that everything we have and everything we are
belongs to God. We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are
merely “stewards” of the gifts God has given us. It
means we are willing to use our gifts and our lives to care
for our family, our neighbors and for people we don’t
know, just as God cares for each of us.

HOLY NAME SOCIETY UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday April 14™ - Communion Breakfast in the
Pastoral Center after 10am Mass - Guest Speaker - Parish
Committee Forum. Cost $20 pp.

Saturday May 4™ - Somerset Patriots -vs- New
Hampshire Fisher Cats $40 pp. More information to
come!

Saturday July 13™ — Sight and Sound Theater Lancaster,
Pa. Time 7am — 7:30pm. The show “Daniel” and Bird-in
-Hand Restaurant and Bus $180pp.

CHRISM MASS
TUESDAY, MARCH 26 - 4:00PM

[On Tuesday, March 26, 2024, Bishop James F. Checchio
will celebrate the Chrism Mass with the priests of the
Diocese. At this Mass, all priest will make a Renewal of
[Commitment to priestly Service to the Bishop and the
People of God. The Bishop will also bless and consecrate
the Holy Oils, which each parish receives for the rites of
anointing.

The Oil of Catechumens is used to anoint infants and
adults before their Baptism; the Oil of the Sick is used on
the forehead and hands of the infirm in the Sacrament of
the Anointing of the Sick, and the Sacred Chrism is used to
anoint the hands of a priest at his ordination, the altar and
walls of new churches.

All are strongly encouraged to join in person or via
Livestream in the ancient, grace-filled Chrism Mass at the
[Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi in Metuchen at 4:00pm.

Cor Program

The Knights of Columbus Council No. 4815 is
excited to share the continuation of the Cor Pro-
gram with all parishioners as we prepare ourselves for
Lent. Cor is being held each Saturday morning at 8:00am
in the Parish Center. Come join your brother parishioners
for prayer and fraternity.

Tentative Schedule:

3/23 - Holy Week Presentation in the Church.

KEEPING A HOLY

Thomas the Apostle's
FUNRaising Committee
is offering a

"Simple Soup Supper”

Enjoy Homemade Meatless Soup
before the Stations of the Cross

March 8th, 15th and 22™
Join us anytime between 5:30pm- 7pm
in the Pastoral Center.

This is a free event

ADULT ENRICHMENT CLASSES
WORLD RELIGIONS
St. John Neumann Pastoral Center
146 Metlars Lane, Piscataway

10 Classes April 18 — June 27, 2024

Thursday 10:00AM — 11:30AM

Fr. Comandini, S.T.D. will teach about Hinduism -
Buddhism - Judaism - Christianity - Islam

To register visit: www.diometucvhen.org/faith-
formaiton.

For more information email:
amarshall@diometuchen.org or call 732.562.1543

2024 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
STAY WITH US, LORD
Renew our Hearts and Send Us on Mission

By now you have received a letter from the Bishop invit-
ing your participation in the 2024 Bishop’s Annual Ap-
peal. The diocesan ministries supported by the Appeal
directly impact many of the parishioners here at St. Thom-
as. Your gift provides formation opportunities for our
catechists, youth and young adults. In the coming days,
you will receive a letter from our pastor, encouraging your
participation. If you have not yet made your gift, please
prayerfully consider doing so today by either returning
your pledge card in the mail or going to the secure web-

site: https://diometuchen.org.




Theology of the Eucharist

The Office of Ongoing Faith Formation will be offering a
12-week Adult Enrichment Course entitled "Theology of
the Eucharist" on twelve consecutive Thursdays, starting
January 4 through March 21, 2024 from 10am-11:30am.
The course will be offered at the St. John Neuman
Pastoral Center located at 146 Metlars Lane, Piscataway,
NJ. Admission is $15 for all twelve classes. Please
register at www.diometuchen.org/faith-formation.

For more information, please email
amarshall@diometuchen.org or call 732.562.1543.

PARISH SECRETARY NEEDED
Most Holy Redeemer
133 Amboy Road
Matawan, NJ 07747

Start date: mid-May 2024.

Responsibilities include assisting the pastor with clerical work
and minor administrative and business details.

Experience required: must be a mature, courteous, cordial, and
effective communicator, good computer and typing skills,
knowledge of Word, Excel and Publisher, excellent
organizational skills, general knowledge of office procedures
and familiarity with office equipment.

Office hours: Monday through Friday 9am-3pm (Summer 9am
— lpm)
Hourly wage

Inquiries should be made to the pastor during business
hours732.566.9334.

DIOCESAN
YOUTH DAY

LIFE WITH CHRISI IS A WONDERFUL ADVENTURI

APRIL 20, 2024 / 10:30 AM-5:00 PM
ST. THOMAS AQUINAS HIGH SCHOOL, EDISON

CHIKA ANYANWU

\ A-f‘\ ,
Register %

Today! : :

COST: $20..... e

O /‘““‘p BE A BUDDY or FIELD
4 }g,l i3 CREW.... JUST 4kixs
w N
g '_‘, § BUDDIES: Justd4kixs is looking for

responsible teens to be a buddy to a child
with specml needs. Justdkixs has been teaching soccer to
children with special needs for 16 years. If you are
between the ages of 12- 19 you can be a buddy and friend
to a special child.

You do not need any soccer experience to be a buddy. All
you need is patience, enthusiasm, and a friendly smile. You
will work alongside a child with special needs for one hour
each Saturday for 8 sessions.

You will receive 12 hours of community service for
completing the 8-week Spring program and an additional 2
hours for attending our buddy training class as well as a
lifetime of memories for sharing your time. We need about
200 buddies each season, bring your friends to sign up as
well.

FIELD CREW: Our field crew is a HUGE part of this
program. They are responsible for setting up the field each
week. Since we have 5 different teams and over 120 players,
we need as much help as possible to make a smooth transition
into play time.

We have two field crew managers who will explain the job to
be done and oversee the set up and clean up. Ages 10 & up
can be part of our field crew team. Field crew will NOT work
with a child on the field, they are simply responsible for set up
and clean up.

You will receive 16 hours of community service for
completing the 8-week Spring program and an additional 2
hours for attending our field crew training class.

We can assure you it will be one of the best and most
rewarding experiences you will ever have.

Register online:

Sign up is easy, visit the www.just4kixs.org or go to
www.oldbridgesc.com

Spring season begins Saturday, April 6, 2024

Season ends Saturday, June 1, 2024

Playtime is (11:30 am-12:30pm)

Additional info...please email Linda Giasullo
vgpg03@gmail.com

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 2024-2025 TUITION
ASSISTANCE ONLINE APPLICATION

Families interested in applying for tuition assistance to
attend an eligible Diocese of Metuchen elementary or
high school may apply online now through FACTS Grant
& Aid Assessment at https://online.factsmgt.com/aid.
Online applications must be completed (including all
required documentation) by no later than March 31,
2024. Applications are available in English and Spanish.

Families that need assistance completing the online appli-
cation or need access to a computer to apply should
contact their school.
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CLINTON
Ponte Vecchio 3863 Route 516 East MONUMENT COMPANY

Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Ph SUPPORT 40 Years of
: A (732) 6(())1’17?1650 ﬁ OUR PARISH Expei?erfmcoe
at Village Town Center '

. 841 Cranbury Road, Jamesburg, NJ ¢ 732-521-3020
www.restaurantpontevecchio.com DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM HOLY £ROSS BURIAL PARK

COMMERCIAL = INDUSTRIAL
CONTROL WIRING = RESIDENTIAL

Granite & Bronze
Monuments

/ j () /y' 732-416-0043

ok kel ek www.KnorrElectricalContractors.com
NJ LIC. #9441

AUTU MN LAKE St. Gabriel's Mavselewm Fxpansion

HEALTH St. Catherine’s Mausoleum named after the Holmdel Church,

at Old Bridse formerly the Mission Church of St. Gabriel’s
o o, ) 549 Route 520 (Newman Springs Road) * Marlboro, New Jerse
E’”y”% #“ﬁd a/d# ta”ea/”g v PHASEIII (JZONS'}II"RUCT TON
CARE AREAS SPECIAL PRE-CONSTRUCTION PRICES
24/7 Skilled Nursing Care PAYMENTS CAN BE MADE OVER 12 MONTHS
Short-Term Rehabilitation WITH NO INTEREST CHARGES. m

Long-Term Care - Respite (Vacation) Stays
Palliative/Hospice Care - Dementia Care
For a tour of our facility or questions

www.stgabrielsmausoleums.com | 908-208-0786

about our programs and services: ROOFING « CHIMNEYS - MASONRY - GUTTERS
732-254-8200 We Find & Fix Leaks!
e 111 ROUTE 516 - OLD BRIDGE, NJ
FIVE-STAR RATE autumnlakeoldbridge.com o 15% OFF
= : | Majomy hepan & SENIORS
© ADT-Monitored Home Security ‘ Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900

— . Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust ]

Bonded & Insured — 20 Years

® Burglary ® Flood Detection : —glé
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide 833-287- 3502 .H.'.l' X:\

.

SUPPORT THE
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BRUNSWICK MEMORIAL

— FunEerar HoME
Serving Every Family As Our Own

Voted
Best Funeral Home
in Central New Jersey

Years

in a row
by the readers of the Home News Tribune

(732) - 254 - 9393
&7, Brunswi

lHome.com
aaer . Lic. N 480

E (732) 963-2377
FREE ESTIMATES

OLD BRIDGE, NJ
PLUMBING LIC.# 36BI01264400
NEWJERSEYMASTERPLUMBING.COM

EUGENE A. ISOLA III, DDS
Raritan Bay Medical Center
2 Hospital Plaza, Suite 410 o
~— Old Bridge, NJ 08857

|/ 732:360-2500

Family Care, Cosmetics, Implant Cases
Associate Professor at UMDNJ

New Patients Always Welcome
May Gob BiLess EAcH oF Us

KERRIGAN ELECTRIC
732-615-0005 s

www.kerriganelectric.com '
Free EstimMAres * SpeciaL oN GeNERATORS

EIGHTEEN LUMBER CO.

652 State Highway 18
East Brunswick, NJ

257 - 6004
FREE DELIVERY

IF YOU LIVE ALONE éié s Gl
MDMedAlere!™ m8008089294 e

v Ambulance « Police/Fire - e
v Family v GPS & Fall Alert L

T “Reach For The Moon”’

T

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

EMERGENCY SERVICE!
SERVICE UPGRADE! GENERATORS!
PROFESSIONAL, QUALITY WORK!

(800) 33*LUNAR (58627)
www.lunarelectric.com i Lic. #0775

RUSSO CONTRACTING INC.
Capital Home Improvement
Call Joe for an estimate at
732-723-1984
www.russocontracting.com
General Contractor, Lic# 13VH00362800

4k md-medalert.com

REZEM FUNERAL HOME, INC.

457 CRANBURY ROAD - P.O. BOX 427
EAST BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY 08816
(732) 257-1191 (800) 257-1191
FAX (732) 613-8764 www.rezemfh.com

James T. Fife, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 2873

New Jersey
CatholicMatch.com/NJ

@

Burial & Cremation Services - Memorial Services
Pre- Arrangements to Protect Assets

catholicmatch’

Miciiaii Hitair

i

Home for Funerals and Cremation Service
3577 US HIGHWAY 9
OLD BRIDGE, NJ 08857
(732) 679-4422

Cociles Scalia Moran, Mar

Foly Cross
840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg
Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum
Crematorium On Site

ger M) Lic. Mo 4749

ScaliaFuneralHomes.com

THE DIOCESE OF METUCHEN
Catholic Cemeteries

Reswwection
Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway
Grand Opening of the Mausoleum of the Holy Spirit DIOMETUCHEN.ORG/CEMETERIE!

For Your Peace of Mind & Information: 800-943-8400

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Douglas Shaller

" DShaller@4LPi.com e (800) 477-4574 x6458

Nearly 50 years of combined
experience serving families

The Area’s Most Nationally Recognized Funeral Home

\avh
@”i.nﬁ'}/_))mn(;lz

FUNERAL HOME

iily Cwned & Operaied

oute 516, Old Bridg 08857

[?32] 607- 9500

Michael V. Grandi,

Manager NJ Lic. No, 442 JerseyMemorial.com

ARCHER PLUMBING

Wm. Archer & Sons Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

732-254-1655

B
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