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WEEK #16 – February 1st & 3rd, 2022
Gospel for February 6th, 2022
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 5:1-11
While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening
to the word of God,
he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret.
He saw two boats there alongside the lake;
the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets.
Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon,
he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore.
Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.
After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,
“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.”
Simon said in reply,
“Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing,
but at your command I will lower the nets.”
When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish
and their nets were tearing.
They signaled to their partners in the other boat
to come to help them.
They came and filled both boats
so that the boats were in danger of sinking.
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said,
“Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.”
For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him
and all those with him,
and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
who were partners of Simon.
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid;
from now on you will be catching men.”
When they brought their boats to the shore,
they left everything and followed him.

Background on the Gospel Reading
Last Sunday, we heard how Jesus was rejected in his hometown of Nazareth.
In the verses that follow, Jesus travels to the town of Capernaum and begins
his ministry of teaching and healing. While in Capernaum, Jesus cures a man
possessed with a demon and heals Simon's mother-in-law. After spending
some time there, Jesus prepares to preach in other places. The fact that Jesus
had previously been in Simon's home and healed his mother-in-law suggests
that this encounter is not the first between Jesus and Simon Peter. We can
read today's Gospel, therefore, as a description of the developing relationship between
Jesus and Simon Peter.
In this week’s Gospel, Jesus teaches from Simon's boat. Jesus turns to Simon and instructs
him about where to lower the fishing nets. Simon and others have been fishing throughout
the night and have not caught anything. Simon protests, claiming that such an effort would
be futile. Simon ultimately obeys Jesus and lowers his nets into the deeper water as
directed. Notice here that Peter calls Jesus by the title “master.” He already recognizes
Jesus as a person of authority. They catch so many fish that the nets begin to tear; Jesus'
presence has created abundance out of scarcity, just as it did at the wedding feast at Cana,
which we heard at Mass just a few weeks ago.
Simon Peter becomes a follower of Jesus immediately. He calls Jesus “Lord”—the title given
to Jesus after his Resurrection—and protests his worthiness to be in Jesus' presence.
Today's Gospel, therefore, marks a turning point in the relationship between Jesus and
Peter.
Two of Simon's partners are also named as witnesses to the event described in today's
Gospel: Zebedee's sons, James and John. Yet Jesus' words are addressed only to Simon.
Jesus gives Simon a new job, telling him that he will become a different kind of fisherman.
No longer will he catch fish; instead he will catch people. In these words, we hear the
beginning of the leadership role that Peter will have within the community of disciples. Peter
was chosen for this role. His task will be to bring others to Jesus. Already he is doing so;
the Gospel tells us that all the fishermen with Peter also left their nets and followed Jesus.
We continue to speak of Peter's leadership and influence in the Church today when we call
the pope the “successor of Peter.” We participate in the mission of the Church when we
bring people to Christ through the example and positive influence of our lives.

PLEASE PRAY FOR…
♥ Debbie Simon’s (Catechist T1A)
Uncle who passed away;
♥ PREP catechists, students and
families;
♥ Pray for everyone. So many people
who we are and are not aware of
struggling for so many reasons.

