Time to PREP

♥ For Class
♥ For the Week
♥ For Yourself
♥ For Lent

WEEK #21 – March 8th & 10th, 2022
Gospel for March 13th, 2022
2nd Sunday of Lent
Luke 9:28b-36

Jesus took Peter, John, and James
and went up the mountain to pray.
While he was praying his face changed in appearance
and his clothing became dazzling white.
And behold, two men were conversing with him, Moses and Elijah,
who appeared in glory and spoke of his exodus
that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem.
Peter and his companions had been overcome by sleep,
but becoming fully awake,
they saw his glory and the two men standing with him.
As they were about to part from him, Peter said to Jesus,
“Master, it is good that we are here;
let us make three tents,
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
But he did not know what he was saying.
While he was still speaking,
a cloud came and cast a shadow over them,
and they became frightened when they entered the cloud.
Then from the cloud came a voice that said,
“This is my chosen Son; listen to him.”
After the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone.
They fell silent and did not at that time
tell anyone what they had seen.
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♥
♥
♥
♥
♥

A friend of Sue Taureck and Debbie Yesis who passed away.
Sister of Lucille Panos (Special Needs Catechist) who passed away.
Pray for God's peace and reconciliation to overcome all hatred, conflict, and war;
The well-being, health and happiness of PREP catechists, students and families;
Pray for all, especially those suffering and struggling silently.

Background on the Gospel Reading
On the second Sunday of Lent, we move from Jesus' retreat to the desert and temptation by the
devil to the glory shown in Jesus' Transfiguration. On the first Sunday of Lent, our Gospel always
tells the story of Jesus' temptation in the desert. On the second Sunday, we always hear the story
of Jesus' Transfiguration.
The report of Jesus' Transfiguration is found in each of the Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark,
and Luke. The context for Luke's Transfiguration story is similar to that found in both Matthew
and Mark. The Transfiguration occurs after Peter's confession that Jesus is the Messiah and Jesus'
prediction about his Passion. After the prediction there is a discussion of the cost of discipleship
in each of these Gospels. The placement of the Transfiguration story close to Peter's confession
and Jesus' prediction encourages us to examine the Transfiguration in the larger context of the
Paschal Mystery.
The Transfiguration occurs on a mountain in the presence of just
three of Jesus' disciples—Peter, James and John. These are among
the first disciples that Jesus called in Luke's Gospel. We recently
heard this Gospel at Mass, on the fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time.
Only Luke's Gospel, which often describes Jesus at prayer, indicates
that Jesus is praying as his appearance changes to bright white. Luke
indicates that the three disciples were sleeping while Jesus prayed.
They will be sleeping again as Jesus prays in the Garden of
Gethsemane before his Passion and death.
As they awake, Peter and the disciples see Jesus Transfigured and
Elijah and Moses present with Jesus. Elijah and Moses, both
significant figures in the history of Israel, represent Jesus' continuity
with the Law and the Prophets. In Matthew's and Mark's Gospels,
there is reference to conversation among Jesus, Elijah, and Moses,
but only Luke's Gospel explains that this conversation is about Jesus' later accomplishments in
Jerusalem. Luke describes this as his exodus, connecting Jesus' Passion, death, and Resurrection
with the Israel's Exodus from Egypt.
On witnessing Jesus' Transfiguration and seeing Jesus with Elijah and Moses, Peter offers to
construct three tents for them. Having just awoken, perhaps Peter's offer was made in confusion.
We also notice that Peter reverted from his earlier confession that Jesus is the Messiah, calling
Jesus “master” instead. As if in reply to Peter's confusion, a voice from heaven speaks, affirming
Jesus as God's Son and commanding that the disciples listen to him. This voice from heaven
recalls the voice that was heard at Jesus' baptism which, in Luke's Gospel, spoke directly to Jesus
as God's Son.
In his Transfiguration, we see an anticipation of the glory of Jesus' Resurrection. In each of the
reports of the Transfiguration, the disciples keep secret what they have seen. Not until they also
witness his Passion and death will the disciples understand Jesus' Transfiguration. We hear this
story of Jesus' Transfiguration early in Lent, but we have the benefit of hindsight. In our hearing
of it, we anticipate Jesus' Resurrection even as we prepare to remember Jesus' Passion and death.

