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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
“To make disciples, as.we know, love and serve God and one another”

CELEBRATION OF MASS

Weekend:
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm
i Sunday, 8:00am, 10:00am.& 12:00 Noon

Y Weekday:
% Monday - Friday: 8:00am-and 12:15pm*

Mondays: Celebrated in Church with
Miraculous Medal Novena.

Parish Office: Telephone -732.251.4000
Fax - 732.251.4946
v Website: www.saintthomasob.com

il PEACE AND WELCOME |

Whatever your status in the Church, whatever your family/marital situation, whatever your religious affiliahtion,
whatever your personal history, age, background, race or color, sexual orientation, you are invited, welcomed,
accepted, loved and respected here in the Catholic Community of Saint Thomas the Apostle!
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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
MARCH 8, 2026
SATURDAY MARCH 7
8:00am Ruth Donovan r/o Maria Fillimon & Family
4:00pm Stan DiMello r/o Nancy D6 Mello

Priest of the Day: Rev. Dennis Berry

SUNDAY MARCH 8 - THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
8:00am Sophie Smith r/o Jillian Sidoti
10:00am Charlotte Simon r/o Marty & Nellie Moran
12:00pm 55th Wedding Anniv. Vivian & Paul Montalban
r/o Gloria & Paolo Montalban
Priest of the Day: Rev. Robert Boyd

MONDAY MARCHY

8:00am Valentim Neves r/o Badillo Family
12:15pm Joseph Ungrady r/o Dolores Hoffmann
Priest of the Day: Rev. Nicholas Bozza

TUESDAY MARCH 10
8:00am Kathleen Clements r/o Barbara & Michael
Clements
12:15pm Patricia MacDonald r/o John & Maureen Nigro
Priest of the Day: Rev. Jared Brogan

WEDNESDAY MARCH 11

8:00am Philip Boettcher r/o Michael & Barbara
Clements
12:15pm Ralph Nocera & Susan Legere r/o Nocera
Family

Priest of the Day: Rev. Andrew Burns

THURSDAY MARCH 12
8:00am John Mitchell r/o Bachonski Family

12:15pm Charlotte Simon r/o Arlene Carlone
Priest of the Day: Rev. Benet Caffrey
FRIDAY MARCH 13

8:00am Eugene Picco r/o Debbie & Ralph Cirillo
12:15pm Jamie Jimenez r/o Jack & Jeanne Walters

Priest of the Day: Rev. John Calabro

SATURDAY MARCH 14

8:00am Janet Vassale r/o Pat & Mary Burns

4:00pm Aldona & Henry Murafsky r/o Ron Murafsky
Priest of the Day: Rev. Christian Camadella

SUNDAY MARCH 15 - FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
8:00am Charlotte Simon r/o Kathy Simon
10:00am Peggy Boyle r/o Marty & Nellie Moran
12:00pm Rachela Valenza r/o loving daughter, Maria
Weiss
Priest of the Day: Rev. Milton Camargo

LENT

A SEASON o F PREPARATION

Welcome to the Parish Family of

St. Thomas the Apostle Church!
If you are new to the community, Welcome!
We are grateful to the Lord for your presence with us, and
look forward to including you in all areas of parish life.
Please take a moment to stop by the Parish Office and
register with us. After Mass, please introduce yourself to
Father Jay, Father John or Father Joseph. Registering
and using your envelopes makes it easier for us to provide
documentation, such as a certificate for sponsoring a child
for Baptism or Confirmation or to arrange for a wedding.

Parish Office : One St. Thomas Plaza, Old Bridge, NJ 08857
Telephone: 732.251.4000 Fax: 732.251.4946
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:00pm
Saturday-Sunday 10:30am-1:30pm
Tuesday and Thursday 9:00am - 7:00pm
(Lunch 12:30pm-1:30pm )
School Telephone: 732.251.4812
PREP Telephone: 732.251.1660
Contact Information:
Website: www.saintthomasob.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/St-Thomas-the-
Apostle-Church-Old-Bridge-NJ
Parish Office Staff:

Business Administrator:
Parish Secretary:
Reception/Bingo Coordinator:

Ms. Michelle Loney
Ms. Lisa Sorrentino
Ms. Jennifer Bachonski

Sacramental Information
BAPTISMS:
Sundays: 1:30pm, twice a month. The Church -calls
GODPARENTS, to be practicing Catholics, examples of
Christ-centered living today. All Godparents should submit
Sponsor letters from their Parish ASAP. PARENTS must attend
a Baptismal Preparation Session. (Registration is required.)

MARRIAGES:

Arrangements must be made at least one year in advance - before
any social plans. Either the bride or groom must be a registered
member of our parish. Once the marriage questionnaire is
completed and returned, a Parish Priest or Deacon will then contact
the couple.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:

In case of serious illness or accident, phone the Pastoral Center. A
communal celebration of the Sacrament is held each year in the
Spring.

RECONCILIATION:
Individual Confessions Saturdays, 12:30pm in the Church or by
appointment by calling the Parish Office.

HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS: Parishioners desiring the
Sacraments, please contact the Parish Office.

REMEMBERING LOVED ONES...
Sanctuary Candle/Mary Candle, lit for one week in Church,
available during daytime by contacting the Parish Office.

Wall of Remembrance: Honor your Loved ones with a candle
that burns for one year and has a plaque under the candle in the
Church.



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

Richard Allen, Bianca Aresta, Walter Blais, Joseph Ciminiello,
Edmond Crookhorn, Cynthia Czarnecki, Nicky DeFonte, John
Derenoski, Jack DeRuvo, Maragret Gallagher, Mike Guido,
Christopher Horn, Sina Indelicato, Anatoli Karnicki, Harriet
Kunzman, Maria Lim, Laura Mages, Pat & Rudy Maurer,
William Mendez, John McDevitt, Frank Miller, Florence Picco,
Angela Principe, Frank Ranelli, Patricia Richi, Michele Rinella,
Lynda Savickas, Richmond Sesay, Thomas Smith, Migdalia
Soto, Irene Sutton, Jean Swinarski, Tristan Thompson, Mary
Yu.

Please pray for all the sick. (Names will remain on our sick
list for one_month, after which time they will be removed,
unless we are notified to the contrary.) The Clergy will be
happy to visit parishioners confined to their home or local
hospital. Contact the Parish Office at 732.251.4000.

2026 Lenten Obligations

e The day of both fast and abstinence is Good Friday (April

3rd) )

e The other Fridays of Lent (March 6™, 13", 20™ and 27") are

days of abstinence.

e Fasting in the Roman Catholic tradition means to limit

oneself to one full meal with two smaller meals which
together do not equal the size of your full meal. The
obligation of fasting applies only to Catholics between the
ages of 18 and 59.

e Abstinence in the Roman Catholic tradition means to

abstain from eating meat (beef, chicken, pork, turkey). The
obligation of abstinence applies to all Catholics who have
reached the age of 14.

PARISH SUPPORT

Here at STA we encourage you to be Christian Stewards,
using everything God has given us: time, talent,
treasuredto serve Him gratefully.

You may mail in your weekly donation to:
St. Thomas Church, One St. Thomas Plaza
Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Online Giving... Visit our website to get started:
www.saintthomasob.com or other ways to give:

o visit https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/P1381
e Scan the QR code below
e Use your envelopes

Collections for March 1sté&.$ 20,258

THANK YOU!

o MM

MARY0(S WAY OF THE CROSS
Friday, March 27th at 7pm in Church

The Rosary Society invites all parishioners to
join us for Maryds Way of the Cross, a
prayerful walk through the Stations of the
Cross from the perspective of Our Blessed
Mother.

Come spend this Lenten evening in quiet
reflection and devotion.

ALL ARE WELCOME

The Mary Candle in the Church this week burns in
memory of: Kathleen Clements

r/o Barbara & Mike Clements

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Every Friday during Lent at 7pm in the church.

Childrenés Liturgy of the Word
Every Sunday through Lent starting on February 22 at 10:00am
Mass.

Congratulations to Our Newly Confirmed.

With great joy, we celebrate the 65 young men and women of
our parish who are newly Confirmed. Strengthened by the
gifts of the Holy Spirit, they are now called to live their faith
with courage and to share Christds love with the world.

We thank their parents, sponsors, and catechists for their
guidance and support.

May the Holy Spirit continue to guide, protect, and inspire
them always.

DECEASED + LOVED ONES

Madeline Colasanti
Lois Murawski




ST. MICHAEL the ARCHANGEL PRAYER

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our i}
safeguard against the wiles and wickedness of the
devil. Restrain him O God, we humbly pray, and do
thou O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl about the
world seeking the ruin and destruction of souls. Amen.

OCIA (Order of
Christian
Initiation of Adults)

March 8, 2026 - Third Sunday of Lent
The woman left her water jar. The woman at
the well is a reminder to us that Jesus doesnft come for the
faithful — He comes for the unbaptized, the uninformed, and
the unknowing. And He doesndt come to judge — He comes to
us to be in an authentic relationship — first. He wants to
know us personally, intimately. The woman left her water
jar ... and really her whole life behind and risked everything
to announce the Gospel to a community that had already
rejected her — after just one encounter with Jesus. Perhaps
her brokenness is why Jesus picked her. Jesus always
chooses the underdog. The least prepared. The most forgot-
ten.

Today at the 10am mass, the first of three scrutinies will
be celebrated with the elect of our parish (who will be
baptized at the Easter Vigil Mass). The scrutinies afford the
elect and the community the opportunity to examine our
hearts and minds by the light of the gospel. Scrutinies are
intended to heal what is weak, defective and sinful, and to
protect the elect from temptation and to strengthen them in
Christ. The first scrutiny focuses on the gospel story of the
Samaritan woman at the well. That gospel story allows us to
encounter the sins that prevent us from quenching our thirst
with the "Living Water", who is Jesus our Redeemer. Please
pray for the Elect as he journeys towards baptism. Next

KEEPING A HOLY

EN'T

Please join the FUN-Raising Committee
for a
“Simple Soup Supper”

o

Enjoy Homemade & Meatless Soups
before the Stations of the Cross

March 20th and March 27th
Join us anytime between
5:30 pm - 7 pm
in the Pastoral Center

Please sign up at the Welcome Table or email
Christine Siggins at Christine708@aol.com, to ensure an

approximate guest count. Thank you.

(This is a free event; however, monetary donations are welcome and appreciated)

Table at St. Thomas the Apostle

>
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Saturday, March 14, 2026
St. Thomas the Apostle Church
333 Highway 18, Old Bridge, NJ

We will be distributing dinners to take home.
Come and pick up your dinner at
St. Thomas the Apostle Church

Please RSVP to chrisdoylel167(@gmail.com

2025 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT

Please complete and return this form to the Parish Office,
place in the collection, or mail to: St. Thomas Church
One Saint Thomas Plaza, Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Attn: Jennifer Bachonski.
PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE OFFICE!

NAME:

ADDRESS:

DAYTIME PHONE:

ENVELOPE #:

THANK YOU from New Jersey Blood Services

Thanks to everyone's generosity at church drive we collected 98
units of blood, which will be separated into red cells, plasma,
and platelets, saving up to 194 lives within your community.

We  sincerely appreciate  the time, effort, and
resources you dedicated to making this blood drive a
success. Thank you for your partnership in this lifesaving mission,
and please extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the generous donors
who showed up during our time of need during the blood
emergency appeal. These blood products helped bring
the blood supply back up in the local hospitals during our time of
critical need. fi

It was also noted, that there were 5 FIRST TIME DONORS at our
blood drive. Congratulations to them and we look forward to what
we hope are many future donations.

Bereavement Group at St. Thomas

A weekly bereavement group held on Wednesdayds in the
Parish Room at 7pm. All are welcome to attend. To find out
more information or to register, please call Lisa at
732.251.4000 ext.8218.



mailto:chrisdoyle167@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE

The Parish Community is invited to mark a joyful milestone as we celebrate the
10" Anniversary of Priesthood Ordination of

Rev. Jerome A. Johnson

Saturday, May 30, 2026
(details to follow)
We look forward to gathering in appreciation and celebration of
Father Jay’s years of faithful service
Presented with gratutude by the
St. Thomas the Apostle FUNraising Committee
L
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Parents who are having their first child baptized are
required to attend a Baptism Preparation session in  advance.
Next class: Tuesday, March 31st - 7:00pm in the Parish Room
of the Pastoral Center. Registration required. The Sacrament
of Baptism is a sacred event regulated by Church (Canon) Law.
Any questions - call 732.251.4000.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 2026-2027
TUITION ASSISTANCE

ONLINE APPLICATION PROCESS OPEN

Families interested in applying for tuition assistance to attend
an eligible Diocese of Metuchen elementary or high school
may apply online now through FACTS Grant & Aid
Assessment at  https://online.factsmgt.com/aid. ~ Online
applications must be completed (including all required
documentation) by no later than March 31, 2026. A signed
Parish Verification Form is also required by the Diocese,
and should be signed by your Pastor, and submitted to the
school or schools your children attend.  Eligibility
requirements, instructions and forms can be found at
https://diometuchen.org/tuition-assistance. Applications are
available in English and Spanish.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1333, tells us that; fiAt
the heart of the Eucharistic celebration are the bread and wine
that, by the words of Christ and the invocation of the Holy
Spirit, becomes Christds Body and Blood. Faithful to the Lordds
command the Church continues to do, in his memory and until
his glorious return, what he did on the eve of his Passion: fiHe
took breadé ,0 iHe took the cup filled with wineé 0 The signs
of bread and wine become, in a way surpassing understanding,
the Body and Blood of Christ.0
Communion for the Homebound

If you or your loved ones are homebound and cannot attend
Mass to receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist, please contact

Lisa Giuliano at 732-251-4000 ext. 8218 to have one of our
ministers bring the sacrament in a home visit.

SPONSOR LETTERS FOR
BAPTISM & CONFIRMATION

To receive a sponsor letter to be a Godparent for a Baptism or
Sponsor for Confirmation, the Sponsor must fulfill the fol-
lowing requirements:

1. Have received Baptism, Communion & Confirmation in
the Catholic Church.

2. If married, you must have been married in the Catholic
Church.

3. If divorced, you must not be remarried without having re-
ceived an annulment for the first marriage.

4. Be a registered and practicing member of St. Thomas
the Apostle Parish.

If you have moved out of the parish, and no longer live
within our parish boundaries, we CANNOT give you a
Sponsor Letter, even if you grew up here and made all your
Sacraments here and your family still lives here. You are
given a Sponsor Letter from the parish whose boundaries
you live within currently.

Music and Pasta Dinner

Come join the Knights of Columbus as we celebrate
Spring and the Easter season with a beautiful pasta
dinner.

Musical Entertainment provided by Bob Kulik and the
Joey Katz Orchestra.

Dinner will be on April 26, 2026, from 3pm to 6pm.
Doors open at 2pm.

Tickets cost $25 per person includes pasta dinner and
dessert with a cash bar.

Reservations can be made after each Mass.

Proceeds to go to Knights of Columbus Charities.

Pasa el &
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3-6:00 PM
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50/50
> Other Prizes



https://online.factsmgt.com/aid
https://diometuchen.org/tuition-assistance

Healing Mass &
Resource Fair

For those experiencing or affected by family brokenness

March 14, 2026 St. John Neumann Pastoral
10:00 A.M. Center
(Resource Fair to follow 146 Metlars Lane
until 1:00 P.M. Piscataway, NJ

Representatives will be present from the following programs: Surviving Divorce, Retrouvaille &
Life-Giving Wounds

OFFICE OF AGING & DISABLED SERVICES

2026 SENIOR FRAUD
PREVENTION CONFERENCE

Please join us for a discussion on common
types of fraud and how to protect yourse 1t
them, u h, and

door-to-door fraud. This event is for all older
adults (60+), caregivers and those who serve
the older adult population.

between the County Office of Aging & Disabled Services and Office
each out to 732-745-3295 or email mcoads.eventse@co. middlesex.nj.us

oo ® oo L%

Choices Matter

A CRITICAL LIFE ISSUES CONFERENCE

Saturday March 21 2026

St. John Neumann Pastoral Center, Piscataway, NJ
Opening Mass at 9 a.m., Conference 10:15 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Exhibits, Eucharistic Adoration and Confession

“Safeguarding Human Dignity ...
Shining a Light on Human Trafficking”

Other speakers/topics include:

The Role of the Church in

Human Trafficking Awareness Through Sul r Informed
the Lens of a Subject Matter Expert — Human Trafficking Prevention
A Survivor’s Journey from Trauma to Triumph D

General Admission $35, Student Admission $15 EpgE
Admission includes lunch and hand-outs
Register at www. or scan QR code here —» 'E
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@ ST. THOMAS BINGO
> 333 Rt. 18 S
\ Old Bridge, NJ 08857

www.saintthomasob.com
Facebook: STA BINGO
Sunday Bingo 5p Doors Open 245p
TJuesday Bingo 11a Doors Open 830a
Thursday Bingo 11a Doors Open 9a

Friday Bingo 9p Doors Open 715p

Midnight Bingo Doors open 11p

Don’t forget our full Kitchen!!

Ml =\ E

TO THE PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN,
MAY WE SUGGESTé

+Relax! God put the wiggle in children; do not feel you have
to suppress it in Godds house. ALL ARE WELCOME!

+Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little one to
see and hear what is going on at the altar. They tire of seeing
the backs of otherds heads.

+Quietly explain the parts of Mass and actions of the priest,
altar servers, etc. Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the
responses. Children learn liturgical behavior by copying you.
+If you have to leave Mass with your child, feel free to do
so, but please come back. As Jesus said, filLet the children
come to me.0

+Remember that the way we welcome children in the church
directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God
and to one another. Let them know that they are at home in
this house of worship.

TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH
The presence of children is a gift to the church, and they are
a reminder that our parish is growing. Please welcome our
children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents!

FLOCKNOTE.COM ...

..Is a simple way for us to communicate with you via
email or text! Simply register for Flocknote.com and
follow the instructions ...&€ itds so easy!

LOST and FOUND
There will be a Lost and Found Box in the Ushers
room. Should you leave or lose an item in Church,
please check with an usher or check in the usher's
room. for your item.




SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1985! : CLINTON
3863 Route 516 East \
) + DRIVEWAYS + STEPSTHE POLISH~POLANIA
Old Bridge, NJ 08857 [, pATIOS « FIREPLACESMASON CONSTRUCTION MONUMENT COMPANY
Phone: « INTERLOCKING PAVERS « RETAINING WALLS 40 Years of Granite & Bronze
(732) 607-1650 ALL PHASES OF BRICK, STONE AND CONCRETE W®RKEXxperience Monuments
at Vilage Town Center CALL US FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 732-205-(J0B6 or 732-525-8118
Www.restaurantpontevecchio.com % FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED*** 841 Cranbury Road, Jamesburg, NJ « 732-%.
: p : WWW.POLANIACONSTRUCTION.COM (DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM HOLY CROSS BUHI

Sowll= 732'330'9001 Toe.Sat. Spm-Gpm

wrw.ACutAboveBarberShop.co

$2 .90 OFF

- Haircuts

Children under 12, Mdnlonll $2.00 off
is Coupon onl

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
CONTROL WIRING RESIDENTIAL

www.KnorrElectricalContractors.com
NJ LIC. #

, Filipino Restaurant
& Cooking Studio

;e:v:

Private Events E 4.0

KITCHEN

St. Gabriel's Cemetery & Mausza.lau s

e New St. Catharine’s Mausoleum
Available For Pre-Planning

i i St. Anthony’s Garden
Bin ' toen of Prayer Niches

GLASS FRONT NICHES AVAILAE

CARE AREAS
24/7 Skilled Nursing Care
Short-Term Rehabilitation
Long-Term Care - Respite (Vacation) Stay:
Palliative/Hospice Care - Dementia Care
For a tour of our facility or questions
about our programs and services:

732-254-8200

WE ARE PROUD TO BE

(cms ROUTE  OLD BRIDQH, NJ
FIVE-STAR RATED autumnlakeoldbridge.cqm

Payments can be made over 18 months with no interest ¢h

549 ROUTE 520 - MARLBORO, NJ 07746VWw.Stgabrielsmausoleums.co Wericalsdiahenea

111 Main St - East Brunswick

DR LUCI EN J ’ EI I: EXP E RT C H I M N E Family Owned/Operated Bonded & Insured — 20 Yeafs

Chiropractic Physician & ROOEING  Lic.#13VH11097900
732 545 3300 Serving All of New Jersey

@ backwellness1
dreid@bwchiro.com|www.bwchiro.com WALTER'’S
Focused Learning.

525 Milltown Rd., Suite 201|North Brunswick, NJ 08902 JUNK REMOVAL Real Results
ractic « Physical Therapy ¢ Acupuncture FREE =

ESTIMATES

732-520-9554 | www.expertchimneyroofing.com

Online tutoring designed to help
learners thrive focusing on
K-12 Students

Coding & Tech

Does your organization ‘
y g 732 309 9863 I\_/Il_e_l;h (Basict:;yAlg?btlrat;'Geometry;
www.waltersjunkremoval.com eI, SEUEIES;

need q neWSIetter? Pre-calculus; Calculus, SAT)
We’| | cover th e p ri N ti N g Science (Foundational; Biology

Chemistry; Physics)
C OStS | English (Primary; High School)

L Tagalog for English Speakers (for Kids
and Adults)
General help on lessons, homework,
etc. for Grades 1 -4

Learn more at
Ipicommunities.com

DiligentTutors.com
[1DSBEOSIHOHHOSIHAHBAT) . ABBIEIHEGERONI 845-665-8339
1 #RNUGHEITNENE) i ToUIISANIZE

support@diligenttutors.com
$2,500 OFF ANY COMPLETE EXTERIOR REMODEL FOR YEMBERS!

Seniors Stay Independent. -
: = o
\) Cantais Feel Supported. it

FRIENDS FOR SENIORS*

In-home Care Services for Seniors hy Seniors
ORO !

AW Sintw : -
Companionship Errands Memory Care g ...and so much more

Contact us today!
@ 732-385-8805 @ info@JSNorthSHS.com @ www.JSNorthSHS.com

(32-417-4444

& PLUMBING + HEATING «: COOLING

Free Estimatesince 1983 N3 Plmbg Lic. 8411

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 « Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 « www.4lpi.&inThomas the Apostle, Old BY#&§8116J



