
  

 

Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish and School 
                        

      THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER                  APRIL 19, 2026 

School Principal: 
Michele Racavich 

 

School Vice Principal:  
Diane Zarate 

 

PREP Director: 
Andrea Madonna 

 

Director of Sacred Music/Liturgy: 
Daniel Neff 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“To make disciples, as we know, love and serve God and one another” 

    CELEBRATION OF MASS 

Weekend: 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm 
Sunday, 8:00am, 10:00am & 12:00 Noon 
 
Weekday: 
Monday - Friday: 8:00am and 12:15pm* 

 Mondays: Celebrated in Church with 
 Miraculous Medal Novena. 
 
  Parish Office: Telephone -732.251.4000 
  Fax - 732.251.4946 
  Website: www.saintthomasob.com  

PEACE AND WELCOME  
  

Whatever your status in the Church, whatever your family/marital situation, whatever your religious affiliation, 
whatever your personal history, age, background, race or color, sexual orientation, you are invited, welcomed,  
accepted, loved and respected here in the Catholic Community of Saint Thomas the Apostle! 

Pastor: 
Rev. Jerome A. Johnson 

 

Parochial Vicars: 
Rev. John M. Rozembajgier, JCL 

Rev. Jojappa Thippabathini 
 

Deacons:  

Robert Bonfante, Sr. 
Patrick W. Hearty 

Scott D. Titmas, Sr. 
Joseph C. Tobin 
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THIRD SUNDAY of EASTER   
APRIL 19, 2026 

 
 
SATURDAY   APRIL 18 
    8:00am         For Our Parishioners  
    4:00pm         Peggy & Frank Boyle r/o Gerry & Mike Martin  
Priest of the Day: Rev. Conrad Harkins 
 
SUNDAY         APRIL 19 - THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  8:00am            Charlotte Simon r/o Debbie, John, & Joe 
10:00am             Zerene Manaloto r/o Manaloto Family    
12:00pm            Daniel Traynor r/o DeMichele Family 
Priest  of the Day: Rev. Thomas Hartle 

                    
MONDAY    APRIL 20 
  8:00am         Marcel Badillo r/o Badillo Family 
12:15pm         Walter Bednarski r/o Eileen Bednarski  
Priest of the Day: Rev.  Lawrence Hayes 
                                                                                                                 
TUESDAY     APRIL 21 
  8:00am           Peggy Boyle r/o Kathy Salmon  
12:15pm          William Palmer r/o Gerry Blinstrub       
Priest of the Day: Rev.  Joseph Hertle 
 
WEDNESDAY    APRIL 22 
    8:00am              Sophie Smith r/o Wallace Family 
12:15pm                Caridad Salvacion r/o Riza S. Bibiano 
Priest of the Day: Rev. George Hundt 
 
THURSDAY    APRIL 23  
   8:00am            John A. Gallucci r/o Kaitlyn Yock  
 12:15pm            Grace Vele r/o Sorrentino Family 
Priest  of the Day: Rev. Jose Jimenez 
  
FRIDAY          APRIL 24  
   8:00am           Connie McLaughlin r/o Ken & Linda Argent 
 12:00pm           Patricia Lamoureux r/o Stacy & Walter Tier 
Priest of the Day: Rev. Marcin Kania 
  
SATURDAY   APRIL 25 
    8:00am         Kyle Furey r/o Furey Family  
    4:00pm         Frank Pasq ua  r/o Pasqua Family  
Priest of the Day: Rev. Jospweh Keenan 
 
SUNDAY         APRIL 26 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF  
      EASTER 
  8:00am            Sylvia Reinheimer r/o Tom Tschinkel 
10:00am             Charlotte Simon r/o Lori & Peter Donelan    
12:00pm            Vito Miniero r/o Gary & Joanne Holland 
Priest  of the Day: Rev.  Bernardino Kessing   
                            

Welcome to the Parish Family of   

St. Thomas the Apostle Church!  
If you are new to the community, Welcome!                     

We are grateful to the Lord for your presence with us, and 

look forward to including you in all areas of parish life. 

Please take a moment to stop by the Parish Office and       

register with us. After Mass, please introduce yourself to           

Father Jay, Father John or Father Joseph. Registering 

and using your envelopes makes it easier for us to provide  

documentation, such as a certificate for sponsoring a child 

for Baptism or Confirmation or to arrange for a wedding.  

Parish Office : One St. Thomas Plaza, Old Bridge, NJ 08857 
            Telephone:  732.251.4000  Fax: 732.251.4946 
Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:00pm 
                          Saturday-Sunday 10:30am-1:30pm 
            Tuesday and Thursday 9:00am - 7:00pm 
                          (Lunch 12:30pm-1:30pm ) 
School Telephone: 732.251.4812 
PREP Telephone:    732.251.1660 
                           Contact Information:  

Website: www.saintthomasob.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/St-Thomas-the-
Apostle-Church-Old-Bridge-NJ 

 Parish Office Staff: 
 

Business Administrator:    Ms. Michelle Loney 
Parish Secretary:   Ms. Lisa Sorrentino    
Reception/Bingo Coordinator:       Ms. Jennifer Bachonski  

Sacramental Information  
BAPTISMS:  
Sundays: 1:30pm, twice a month. The Church calls                       
GODPARENTS, to be practicing Catholics, examples of             
Christ-centered living today. All Godparents should submit 
Sponsor letters from their Parish ASAP. PARENTS must attend 
a Baptismal Preparation Session. (Registration is required.)   
 

MARRIAGES:  
Arrangements must be made at least one year in advance - before 
any social plans. Either the bride or groom must be a registered 
member of our parish. Once the marriage questionnaire is              
completed and returned, a Parish Priest or Deacon will then contact 
the couple. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
In case of serious illness or accident, phone the Pastoral Center. A 
communal celebration of the Sacrament is held each year in the 
Spring.  
 

RECONCILIATION:  
Individual Confessions Saturdays, 12:30pm in the Church or by 
appointment by calling the Parish Office. 
 
HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS: Parishioners desiring the 
Sacraments, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

REMEMBERING  LOVED ONES . . . 
Sanctuary Candle/Mary Candle, lit for one week in Church, 
available during daytime by contacting the Parish Office. 
 

Wall of Remembrance:  Honor your Loved ones with a candle 
that burns for one year and has a plaque under the candle in the 
Church.  

 

The Mary Candle in the church this week 
burns in the memory of: Lillian Scapaticci 
    
                                
   r/o Filandro, Mittendorf & Jennings 
   Families 
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                         PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

      ST. MICHAEL the ARCHANGEL PRAYER 
 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our 
safeguard against the wiles and wickedness of the  
devil. Restrain him O God, we humbly pray, and do 
thou O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast 
into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl about the 
world seeking the ruin and destruction of souls.  Amen. 

PARISH SUPPORT  
 

Here at STA we encourage you to be Christian Stewards,  
using everything God has given us: time, talent,        
treasure—to serve Him gratefully.  
 
You may mail in your weekly donation to: 

St. Thomas Church, One St. Thomas Plaza  
Old Bridge, NJ  08857   

 
Online Giving... Visit our website to get started:  
www.saintthomasob.com or other ways to give: 
 
• visit https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/

P1381 
• Scan the QR code below 
• Use your envelopes     
 
 
Collections for April 12th….$13,129 
 

THANK YOU! 

 
Richard Allen, Bianca Aresta, Walter Blais, Joseph Ciminiello, 
Cynthia Czarnecki, Nicky DeFonte, John Derenoski, Jack 
DeRuvo, Brien Essenbries, Maragret Gallagher, Mike Guido, 
Christopher Horn, Sina Indelicato, Anatoli Karnicki, Harriet 
Kunzman, Maria Lim, Laura Mages, Pat & Rudy Maurer,   
William Mendez, John McDevitt, Frank Miller, Florence Picco, 
Angela Principe, Patricia Rishi, Michele Rinella, Lynda Savick-
as, Richmond Sesay, Thomas Smith, Migdalia Soto,  Irene Sut-
ton, Jean Swinarski, Tristan Thompson, Mary Yu. 
 
 Please pray for all the sick. (Names will remain on our sick 
list for one month, after which time they will be removed,  
unless we are notified to the contrary.) The Clergy will be 
happy to visit parishioners confined to their home or local 
hospital.  Contact the Parish Office at 732.251.4000.   

 

DECEASED  + LOVED ONES 

 
Kristina Marie Capodanno 

 

Eucharistic  Adoration  
 

Eucharistic Adoration is the act of worshiping God as 
He is present in the consecrated Eucharist.  Since the 
Last Supper, when Jesus broke the bread and distributed the 
wine saying, “This is my Body” and “This is my Blood,”   
Catholics have  believed that the bread and wine are no longer 
merely baked wheat and fermented grape juice, but the actual 
living presence of the Second Person of the Trinity—Jesus 
Christ.  Spending time before the Blessed Sacrament, in prayer 
and devotion, is exactly the same as spending time before the 
Living God. Adoration occurs whenever someone kneels in 
front of a tabernacle that contains the Blessed Sacrament, genu-
flects  toward a tabernacle, bows before receiving the Blessed 
Sacrament at Mass, or, in a more focused way, when the 
Blessed Sacrament is exposed for Adoration.  Join us on    
May 1st, for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament           
Please come and embrace  Jesus in which you say to Him: “I 
am yours, and I ask you, please stay with me always.”  
    -Pope Benedict XVI 

                       LOST and FOUND 
There will be a Lost and Found Box in the Ushers 
room. Should you leave or lose an item in Church, 
please check with an usher or check in the usher's 
room. for your item. 

 
 
 
 
 
Registration 

PREP Registration for the 2026 – 2027 is open. Please check 

our website for information. Classes fill on a first come, first 

served  basis.  Please volunteer –     Catechists are needed! 

 

Vacation Bible Camp 

Registration for Vacation Bible Camp will begin on April 13th.  

All students entering Kindergarten through 5th grade in        

September may participate. Registration Forms and             

information can be found on our website. Space is limited.  See 

the website for more information. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Location: St. Thomas the Apostle School 
Dates: Monday, June 22nd 
to Friday, June 26th   
Time: 9:00 am to noon  
Cost: $30.00 per child 
Grades K to 5 (Grade in September 2026) 
 
Registration deadline: June 5th 
Register & pay no later than May 27th 

 & receive a t-shirt! 

 
BLANKET MINISTRY  

 
Our next meeting of St. Thomas Blanket Ministry 
will be held on Tuesday, April 21st at 11:00 a.m. in the       
Pastoral Center. Hope to see you there. Wishing you all a very 
happy and blessed Easter!  
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Parents who are having their first child baptized are              
required to attend a Baptism Preparation session in     advance.  
Next class: Tuesday, April 28th  - 7:00pm in the Parish Room 
of the Pastoral Center.  Registration required. The Sacrament 
of Baptism is a sacred event  regulated by Church (Canon) Law. 
Any questions - call 732.251.4000. 

 

 
OCIA (Order of   

Christian  
Initiation of Adults)  

 
 

 
April 19, 2026 - 3rd Sunday of Easter  
A QUESTION OF RECOGNITION 

In today’s Gospel reading of the two disciples walking away 
from Jerusalem on Easter afternoon, we get to be witnesses to 
this institution of our Catholic Mass. 
It’s no coincidence that it was at the moment of the blessing 
and breaking of the bread that Cleopas and the other disciple 
finally recognized Jesus after spending all day with Him. 
Even though Christ explained that the fulfillments of the 
prophesies had all come to pass through the dying and      
resurrection of Christ, it wasn’t until the exact moment of the 
consecration that understanding suddenly dawned on the  
disciples and everything clicked. 
In the same way, we should understand that the pinnacle of 
Christ’s redemption is experienced through the Eucharist. 
What’s the point of knowing that Christ came to triumph 
over death to give us eternal life if we aren’t going to partake 
of the gift? Our hearts should be burning within us! If you, or 
anyone you know would like to hear more about the Risen 
Jesus, the joyful peace that He brings to us, or about the  
community of faith that gathers each week to celebrate that 
resurrection, we invite you to call Lisa at 732-251-4000 ext. 
8218.  Applications available from May 1 to Sept. 15, 
2026. No applications will be accepted after that date.  

STEWARDSHIP SCRITPURE REFLECTIONS 
April 19, 2026 - 3rd Sunday of Easter  
 
“Did not our hearts burn within us while He talked to us on 
the road, while He opened to us the scriptures?” (Luke 
24:32)  
How often do we take the time to discern what Jesus wants 
from us?  Are our prayers always petitions, asking Jesus to do 
things for us? If so, that’s a one-sided relationship. Living our 
faith means developing a personal relationship with          
Jesus. Just like any friendship, there is give and take, each 
side listening to each other and helping each other out. Take 
time in silence to listen to what Jesus is asking of you.  

Thank you for Your Generous Support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends and Families in Christ, 
 
With gratitude, I thank you for your generous support in   help-
ing the orphans, underprivileged children, and elderly from in 
India. Your kindness has brought hope through      education 
and care. 
As the new academic year begins, I humbly invite you to   con-
tinue your support. Your contribution—no matter the size—
helps provide school fees, books, uniforms, food, and essential 
care. 
A donation box has been placed in the church lobby, along 
with photos of the children you are supporting. For                
tax-deductible donations, please make checks payable to 
MOM Foundation, Inc. 
Thank you for being instruments of God’s love and            
compassion. May the Lord bless you and your families      
abundantly. 
 
With prayers and gratitude, 
Fr. Joseph Thippabathini 

ALLELUIA!! The Lord is Risen! 
 
Happy Easter everyone! As we celebrate the Resurrection of 
the Lord, we call to mind His wondrous love displayed through 
the victory of the cross.  
 
I would like to thank each and every one of you for your   
commitment to our parish. The giving of your time, talent and 
treasure to the Lord continues to reflect God’s presence in our 
community. I would also like to extend my gratitude to all 
those who have worked so hard to make our Easter             
celebrations truly wonderful, prayerful moments. Additionally, 
a special thank you to our staff and the devoted members of the 
various ministries in our parish and especially to those few 
who work quietly behind the scenes all the time to make our 
parish vibrant. 
 
HAPPY EASTER!! ALLELUIA!  
Fr. Jay 
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Music and Pasta Dinner 

 
Come join the Knights of Columbus as we celebrate 
Spring and the Easter season with a beautiful pasta       
dinner.  
Musical Entertainment provided by Bob Kulik and the  
Joey Katz Orchestra. 
Dinner will be on April 26, 2026, from 3pm to 6pm. 
Doors open at 2pm. 
Tickets cost $25 per person includes pasta dinner and  
dessert with a cash bar.  
Reservations can be made after each Mass.  
Proceeds to go to Knights of Columbus Charities. 
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Mother’s Day Gift 

 
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend gives you the time 
and tools to enrich your marriage, deepen communication, and 
nourish the spirituality in your marriage. 

 
The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend will be 
held July 17 – 19. 

 
Please apply ASAP as space is limited.  
 
Phone 1-732-904-9636 for application and information (Tom 
& Ruth DeFalco). 

 
Visit us at: www.wwme.org for more information. 

 

Wind Creek Casino Bus Trip 
June 29th, 2026 

 
Bus leaves at 9:15am and returns at approximately 7:00pm 

Cost is $60.00 per person and $25 Casino Voucher 

Contact: George Szymanski 732.238.5742 or 

John Thornton 732.636.9036 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION – SPOTSWOOD 
40 Hours of Eucharistic Devotion 

 
You are cordially invited to take part in a very special and 
prayerful tradition of 40 Hours of Eucharistic Devotion at   
Immaculate Conception Church in Spotswood. 
 
This beautiful time of adoration is an opportunity to step away 
form the busyness of life and spend quiet, intentional time in 
the presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
Beginning on Friday, June 5th at 7 pm, our church will be open 
for extended periods of Eucharistic Adoration along with mass 
and presentations throughout the 40 hours. We will conclude 
with the Annual Corpus Christi Procession following the 11 
am mass on Sunday, June 7th.  Whether you are able to spend 
an hour or stop in briefly, we warmly invite you so to be part 
of this sacred time of prayer and thanksgiving. Come and 
spend some quiet time with the Lord at Immaculate            
Conception Church, 23 Manalapan Road, Spotswood, NJ  
08884. 



CLINTON 
MONUMENT COMPANY

841 Cranbury Road, Jamesburg, NJ • 732-521-3020
(D I R EC T LY ACR OS S FR O M H O LY CR OS S B U R I A L PA R K )

40 Years of 
Experience

Granite & Bronze
Monuments

	 3863 Route 516 East
	 Old Bridge, NJ 08857
	 Phone:
	 (732) 607-1650

www.restaurantpontevecchio.com
at Village Town Center

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL  
CONTROL WIRING • RESIDENTIAL

732-416-0043
www.KnorrElectricalContractors.com

NJ LIC. #9441

Bringing Hospitality to Healing
CARE AREAS

24/7 Skilled Nursing Care
Short-Term Rehabilitation

Long-Term Care · Respite (Vacation) Stays
Palliative/Hospice Care · Dementia Care

For a tour of our facility or questions
about our programs and services:

732-254-8200
111 ROUTE 516 · OLD BRIDGE, NJ
autumnlakeoldbridge.com

Established
In 1972

	 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com	  St. Thomas the Apostle, Old Bridge, NJ	04-0316

SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1985!
• DRIVEWAYS  • STEPS
• PATIOS  • FIREPLACES
• INTERLOCKING PAVERS  • RETAINING WALLS
ALL PHASES OF BRICK, STONE AND CONCRETE WORK!
CALL US FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 732-205-0086 or 732-525-8118

*** FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED***
WWW.POLANIACONSTRUCTION.COM

THE POLISH
MASON

Online tutoring designed to help 
learners thrive focusing on 
K-12 Students
→ Coding & Tech
→ Math (Basic; Algebra; Geometry;
   Trigonometry; Statistics;
   Pre-calculus; Calculus, SAT)
→ Science (Foundational; Biology
   Chemistry; Physics)
→ English (Primary; High School)
→ Tagalog for English Speakers (for Kids     
   and Adults)
→ General help on lessons, homework,   
   etc. for Grades 1 – 4

DiligentTutors.com

845-665-8339

support@diligenttutors.com

Focused Learning.
Real Results.

• Roofing • Siding • Windows & Doors • Masonry 
• All Repairs • Porches & Porticos • Decks
$2,500 OFF ANY COMPLETE EXTERIOR REMODEL FOR ALL CHURCH MEMBERS!

DR. LUCIEN J. EID
Chiropractic Physician

525 Milltown Rd., Suite 201|North Brunswick, NJ 08902
dreid@bwchiro.com|www.bwchiro.com

732.545.3300

Chiropractic • Physical Therapy • Acupuncture

backwellness1

732-417-4444732-417-4444
$35 OFF ANY SERVICE$35 OFF ANY SERVICE

Free Estimate Since 1983 NJ Plmbg Lic. 8411

549 ROUTE 520 - MARLBORO, NJ 07746
Payments can be made over 18 months with no interest charges.

www.stgabrielsmausoleums.com

The New St. Catharine’s Mausoleum 
Available For Pre-Planning

St. Anthony’s Garden 
of Prayer Niches

GLASS FRONT NICHES AVAILABLE!

~Established 1878~St. Gabriel’s Cemetery & Mausoleum

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 908-208-0786

WALTER’S
JUNK REMOVAL

FREE
ESTIMATES

www.waltersjunkremoval.com
732-309-9863

May not be combined with other offers. Exp. 06/30/26
$20.00

$24

Contact Sage Franceschi
sfranceschi@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x5534



New Jersey
CatholicMatch.com/NJ

EUGENE A. ISOLA III, DDS 
Raritan Bay Medical Center
2 Hospital Plaza, Suite 410

Old Bridge, NJ 08857

732-360-2500
Family Care, Cosmetics, Implant Cases

Associate Professor at UMDNJ
New Patients Always Welcome

May God Bless Each of Us

RUSSO CONTRACTING INC.
Capital Home Improvement 
Call Joe for an estimate at

732-723-1984 
www.russocontracting.com

   General Contractor	   Lic# 13VH00362800

KERRIGAN ELECTRIC
732-615-0005

 www.kerriganelectric.com
Free Estimates • Special on Generators

EMERGENCY SERVICE!
SERVICE UPGRADE! GENERATORS!
PROFESSIONAL, QUALITY WORK! 

(800) 33*LUNAR (58627)
www.lunarelectric.com    NJ Lic. #10775

    “Reach For The Moon”

E L E C T R I C A L  C O N T R A C T O R

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family 4 GPS & Fall Alert

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

EIGHTEEN LUMBER CO.
652 State Highway 18
East Brunswick, NJ

257 - 6004
F R E E   D E L I V E R Y

annmarie@ellenrosenbaum.com

Foundation Family Dentistry
Dr. Calvin Huen

Quality Cosmetic and Restorative Dentistry
General Dentistry

Invisalign Certified Provider

B5 CORNWALL DRIVE, EAST BRUNSWICK • 732-390-1911

	                                   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com             St. Thomas the Apostle, Old Bridge, NJ	 04-0316

GB Accounting & Advisory Services
Our commitment: To achieve mutual financial success through

high quality of professional services to meet client’s needs.

gbasily@basilycpa.com • 732-387-2568 • www.basilycpa.com
H13 Brier Hill Ct., East Brunswick NJ 08816

• Bookkeeping • FInancial Reporting
• Payroll • Tax Services

• Strategic Business Advisory
• Financial Management Consulting

• Financial Auditing
• Not For-Profit Organizations

OLD BRIDGE, NJ 

PLUMBING LIC.# 36BI01264400

NEWJERSEYMASTERPLUMBING.COM

(732) 963-2377

732-520-9554 | www.expertchimneyroofing.com

Family Owned/Operated Bonded & Insured – 20 Years 
Lic.#13VH11097900

Serving All of New Jersey

EXPERT CHIMNEY 
& ROOFING

$1100 OFF
ANY NEW  

ROOF  
REPLACEMENT

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, 

Gutter, Masonry Repair
& SENIORS

SPRING HOME REPAIRS - FREE ESTIMATES
ROOFING • CHIMNEYS • GUTTERS • MASONRY • SIDEWALKS & STEPS

We Find & Fix Leaks!


