Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish and School3E

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 23, 2026

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
“To make disciples, as we know, love am;l serve God and one another”

Pastor: School Principal:
““Rev. Jerome A. Johnson Michele Racavich
gchial Vlcal.'s': School Vice Principal:
Rev. John M. Rozembaijgier, JCL Diane Zarita

Rev. Jojappa Thippabathini
PREP Director:

Deacons: Andrea Madonna
Robert Bonfante, Sr.

Patrick W. Hearty
Scott D. Titmas, Sr.

Director of Sacred Music/
Liturgy:
Daniel Neff

/ CELEBRATION OF MASS

Weekend:
| Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm ‘
Sunday, 8:00am, 10:00am & 12:00 Noon

Weekday:
Monday - Friday: 8:00am and 12:15pm*

. Mondays: Celebrated in Church with
h Miraculous Medal Novena.

Parish Office: Telephoné.4;732.25‘1.4000
Fax - 732.251.4946
Website: www.saintthomasob.com

s

—y PEACE AND WELCOME

Whatever your status in the Church, whatever your family/marital situation, whatever your religious affili
whatever your personal history, age, background, race or color, sexual orientation, you are invited, welcome
accepted, loved and respected here in the Catholic Community of Saint Thomas the Apestle!
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INTENTIONS

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
AUGUST 23, 2026

SATURDAY AUGUST 22
8:00am Katherine Mackinnon /o0 Joji Manalili
4:00pm Caterina Ardizzone r/o Sina Perratore
Priest of the Day: Rev. Apo Nathan

SUNDAY AUGUST 23 - TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
8:00am Ann Scarmato r/o Alice Russo
10:00am Eileen Stolte r/o John & Maureen Nigro
12:00pm Michael & Arlette Agolia r/o Mary & Mark

Agolia
Priest of the Day: Rev. Lucio Nontol

MONDAY AUGUST 24 - ST.BARTHOLOMEW
8:00am  Cyprian DdMello /o DéMello Family
12:15pm  Joseph Ungrady r/o Tom & Janet Liposky
Priest of the Day: Rev. Sebastian Obando

TUESDAY AUGUST 25
8:00am For Our Parishioners
12:15pm Mary, Harry, & George Reckhow r/o Madline
Schantc
Priest of the Day: Rev. Peter Okafar

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 26

8:00am Bernard Wisniewski r/o Michael & Barbara
Clements
12:15pm Michael Lynch r/o Mom & Dad

Priest of the Day: Rev. Mark OéMalley

THURSDAY AUGUST 27 - ST. MONICA
8:00am Fran Maxwell r/o Tom Smith
12:15pm Isilio Villa r/o Wife & daughter
Priest of the Day: Rev. Jose Ortiz

FRIDAY AUGUST 28 - ST. AUGUSTINE
8:00am George B. Villarina r/o Villarina Family
12:15pm Tom Delaney r/o Marantino Family

Priest of the Day: Rev. Danny Pabon

SATURDAY AUGUST 29
8:00am Particia Pipher r/o Cretella Family
4:00pm Peggy Boyle r/o Marge Boyle
Priest of the Day: Rev. Marco Pacciana

SUNDAY AUGUST 30 - TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
8:00am For Our Parishioners
10:00am Elizabeth Syring r/o daughter, Elizabeth
Soporowski
12:00pm Kieran P. Clements r/o Michael & Barbara
Clements

Priest of the Day: Rev. John Paladino

Welcome to the Parish Family of
St. Thomas the Apostle Church!

If you are new to the community, Welcome! We are grateful to the
Lord for your presence with us, and look forward to including you
in all areas of parish life. Please take a moment to stop by the
Parish Office and register with us. After Mass, please introduce
yourself to Father Jay, Father John or Father Joseph. Registering
and using your envelopes makes it easier for us to provide
documentation, such as a certificate for sponsoring a child for
Baptism or Confirmation or to arrange for a wedding.

So please register... and Welcome!

Parish Office : One St. Thomas Plaza, Old Bridge, NJ 08857
Telephone: 732.251.4000

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:00pm
Saturday-Sunday 10:30am-1:30pm
Tuesday and Thursday 9:00am - 7:00pm
(Lunch 12:30pm-1:30pm )
School Telephone: 732.251.4812
PREP Telephone: 732.251.1660

Contact Information:
Website: www.saintthomasob.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/St-Thomas-the-
Apostle-Church-Old-Bridge-NJ
Parish Office Staff:

Business Administrator: Ms. Michelle Loney
Parish Secretary: Ms. Lisa Sorrentino
Reception/Bingo Coordinator: Ms. Jennifer Bachonski
Bulletin Editor: Ms. Lisa Sorrentino

Sacramental Information

BAPTISMS:

Sundays: 1:30pm, twice a month. The Church -calls
GODPARENTS, to be practicing Catholics, examples of
Christ-centered living today. All Godparents should submit
Sponsor letters from their Parish ASAP. PARENTS must attend
a Baptismal Preparation Session.

MARRIAGES:

Arrangements must be made at least one year in advance. Either
the bride or groom must be a registered member of our parish. Once
the marriage questionnaire is completed a Parish Priest or Deacon
will then contact the couple.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:
In case of serious illness or accident, phone the Pastoral Center.

RECONCILIATION:
Individual Confessions on Saturdays at 12:30pm in the Church or
by appointment by calling the Parish Office.

HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS: Parishioners desiring the
Sacraments, please contact the Parish Office.

REMEMBERING LOVED ONES. ..
Sanctuary Candle/Mary Candle, lit for one week in Church,
available during daytime by contacting the Parish Office.

Wall of Remembrance: Honor your Loved ones with a candle
that burns for one year and has a plaque under the candle in the
Church.



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

Richard Allen, Bianca Aresta, Walter Blais, Joseph Ciminiello,
Cynthia Czarnecki, Nicole Czarnecki, John Derenoski, Jack
DeRuvo, Brien Essenbries, Maragret Gallagher, Mike Guido,
Christopher Horn, Sina Indelicato, Anatoli Karnicki, Thomas
Kaufman, Harriet Kunzman, Maria Lim, Laura Mages, Pat &
Rudy Maurer, William Mendez, John McDevitt, Florence
Picco, Angela Principe, Patricia Rishi, Michele Rinella, Lynda
Savickas, Richmond Sesay, Thomas Smith, Migdalia Soto,
Irene Sutton, Jean Swinarski, John Tesoriero, Tristan
Thompson, Mary Yu, Verne Whitlock.

Please pray for all the sick. (Names will remain on our sick
list for one_month, after which time they will be removed,
unless we are notified to the contrary.) The Clergy will be
happy to visit parishioners confined to their home or local
hospital. Contact the Parish Office at 732.251.4000.

PARISH SUPPORT

Here at STA we encourage you to be Christian Stewards,
using everything God has given us: time, talent,
treasuredto serve Him gratefully.

You may mail in your weekly donation to:
St. Thomas Church, One St. Thomas Plaza
Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Online Giving... Visit our website to get started:
www.saintthomasob.com or other ways to give:

§ visit https://giving.parishsoft. com/App/G|V|ng/P1381
f Scan the QR code below
f Use your envelopes

Collection amount for August 16th&.$15,380
Assumption &€.$3,084
Parking Lot&.$5,356

THANK YOU!

Eucharistic Adoration

Eucharistic Adoration is the act of worshiping God as _
He is present in the consecrated Eucharist. Since the
Last Supper, when Jesus broke the bread and distributed the
wine saying, fiThis is my Body0 and fiThis is my Blood,0 Cath-
olics have believed that the bread and wine are no longer
merely baked wheat and fermented grape juice, but the actual
living presence of the Second Person of the Trinity—Jesus
Christ. Spending time before the Blessed Sacrament, in prayer
and devotion, is exactly the same as spending time before the
Living God. Adoration occurs whenever someone kneels in
front of a tabernacle that contains the Blessed Sacrament,
genuflects toward a tabernacle, bows before receiving the
Blessed Sacrament at Mass, or, in a more focused way, when
the Blessed Sacrament is exposed for Adoration. There will be
no Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for September.

-Pope Benedict XVI

Bereavement Group at St. Thomas

A weekly bereavement group is held on Wednesday in the
Parish Room at 7pm. All are welcome to attend. To find out
more information or to register, please call Lisa at
732.251.4000 ext. 8218.

Please note that beginning the week of September 3rd
Bereavement will be meeting on Thursdays at 7pm.

Register your child for P.R.E.P. today! Classes are filling up
quickly. Registration Forms can be found at the Welcome
Desk, by the Parish Secretary and on our website.

Volunteers Needed!

Catechists are especially needed for our Special Needs Program
on Monday afternoons from 4:30-5:30 PM. If you have a
caring heart and would like to share your faith, we would love
to welcome you to our program. We will provide the guidance
and support you need.

8 Volunteers are also needed on Tuesdays and Thursdays to
serve as catechists, aides, and classroom helpers.

8 Volunteering one day a week by sharing your time, talents,
and willingness to help will make a meaningful difference
in the faith journey of our children.

8 Volunteering is a wonderful way to meet new people, give
back to our parish community, and share your faith with
the next generation. High school and college students are
welcome to volunteer and can earn community service and
volunteer hours while making a difference.

Call the PREP Office at 732-251-1660 or email:
amadonna@saintthomasob.com.

ST. MICHAEL the ARCHANGEL PRAYER

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our §
safeguard against the wiles and wickedness of the
devil. Restrain him O God, we humbly pray, and do ™
thou O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl about the
world seeking the ruin and destruction of souls. Amen.

STEWARDSHIP SCRITPURE REFLECTIONS

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 23,
2026)

""Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"* Matthew
16:13

The answers the disciples gave to Jesusd question varied
because they recognized some of the attributes of individual
prophets in Jesus. Peter saw what the Messiah was supposed
to be because Jesus reflected who He was. A steward reflects
generosity and this is immediately recognizable to all that he
meets.



mailto:amadonna@saintthomasob.com

OCIA (Order of
Christian . o/ 215T SUNDAY
Initiation of Adults) ) ¥ IN O;ﬂ:ARY

August 23, 2026 - Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary

Time - Built on a Rock of Faith

On the 2Ist Sunday in Ordinary Time, we hear about
strength, trust, and responsibility. God chooses people for His
work and gives them what they need to carry it out. Each
reading shows how God works through others to guide His
people. Isaiah tells of Shebna losing his role and Eliakim
being raised up instead. God chooses Eliakim and gives him
real authority. He becomes like a peg, steady and trusted,
holding up his family and his people. In the Gospel, Jesus
gives Peter a new mission. Peter recognizes Jesus as the Son
of God. Jesus responds by giving him the keys of the king-
dom and calling him the rock on which the Church will
stand. This reading helps us reflect on faith and leadership.
The readings this Sunday, calls us to think about who we
trust and follow. God is always working, even when we donft
fully understand. He gives strength and purpose to those who
say yes to Him. (Adapted from www.young-catholics.com)
If you, or anyone you know, would like to hear more
about Jesus' teachings and the Catholic Faith Family, we
invite you to call Lisa at 732-251-4000 ext. 8218 for more
information on OCIA. All who are unbaptized, baptized
into another faith denomination, or baptized Catholic but
have not received Eucharist and Confirmation, are invit-
ed. Applications available from May 1 to Sept. 15, 2026.
No applications will be accepted after that date.

Leave a Lasting Legacy on Our New Walkway

Pave the way for future generations by becoming a part of our
school and parishis story. Through our St. Thomas the
Apostle Brick Walkway Campaign, you can purchase a
personalized engraved brick to honor a loved one,
commemorate a special occasion like a baptism, wedding, or
graduation, or show your familyds support for our community.
These bricks will form a beautiful new pathway to our school
and church entrance—a permanent testament to faith, unity,
and tradition.

Engraved bricks are available for $[Price] each and will be
installed in the summer of 2027, creating a welcoming and
meaningful entrance for all who gather here. Donlt miss your
chance to leave a lasting mark on our campus and be part of St.
Thomas the Apostleds history.

f  Order Deadline: June 2027
Order Forms: Online at http://www.bricksrus.com/
donorsite/sta

1 Brochures will be available in the school and church as
well as on the website.

A Questions: Jennifer Romeo or Geri Cocozziello at

advancement@sttaob.com

dBeplons

Parents who are having their first child baptized are
required to attend a Baptism Preparation session in advance.
Next class: Tuesday, August 25th at 7:00pm in the Parish
Room of the Pastoral Center. Registration required. Any
questions - call 732.251.4000.

From New Jersey Blood Services

Thank you for hosting Blood Drive at St. Thomas RC Church.
Your commitment and support have made a truly lifesaving
impact during the nationwide crisis that all the blood centers
across American are experiencing this summer with blood
donations. Thanks to everyone's generosity, we collected 118
units of blood, which will be separated into red cells, plasma,
and platelets, saving up to 354 lives within your community.
This is the best collection we have done in over 15 years. You
also welcomed 10 first time donors to your blood drive which
is fantastic since those are future lifesavers on this mission.

We  sincerely appreciate  the time, effort, and
resources you dedicated to making this blood drive a
success. Thank you for your partnership in this lifesaving
mission, and please extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the
generous donors at the church who showed up to donate
blood which will help the local hospitals in the area and help
stabilize the blood supply.

Dear Parishioners,

On the weekend of August 29-30, a Second
Collection will be taken up to support the ministry of
MOM Foundation Inc, (Registered nonprofit in New
Jersey) a charitable ministry dedicated to bringing hope,
dignity, and care to those in need.

Through your generous support, MOM Foundation
continues to serve poor & orphaned children, and
elderly people by helping with education, food,
healthcare, and necessities. Your kindness helps give
vulnerable people an opportunity for a better and more
hopeful future.

Thank you for your kindness and generosity. May God
bless you abundantly.

Please make checks payable to: MOM Foundation Inc.
(P O Box 333, OId Bridge. NJ 08857). Or by Zelle
732.313.5195.

With gratitude and prayers, MOM Foundation Team.

C ) ~ MISSION OF MERCY ===,

FOUNDATION, INC. - Luke636

Compassion in Action @ Hope for the Needy ® Love that Transforms Lives ‘

Supporting the vulnerable. Bulldlng a better tomorrow. \\/f g
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SUPPORT OF EDUCATION MEDICAL SUPPORT FEEDINGTHEE.DERLV WOMEN TAILORING HYGIENE
ORPHAN CHILDREN Empowering Minds. Healing with Care. Nourishing Bodies. Clean Habits.
Care. Love. A Future. Shaping Futures. Restoring Lives. Uplifting Souls. nd Healthy Lives. /
L

Together, we can bring hope, dignity,
and opportunities to those in need. ’ We Care v WZ S/iare | J We Serue

MOM FOUNDATION INC, Email
LN LB momfoundation03@gmail.com

NJ 08857, USA
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Great Opportunity!

F/T jobs available w/Pediatric Dental Office thatds fast paced
& fun!
Front Desk — Dental & Computer knowledge a must
Dental Assistant with or without Xray license
Excellent Pay & Benefits!
Email resumed to: eileen@tendersmiles.com

All women of the parish are cordially invited to consider
joining the Rosary Society, a community dedicated to
prayer, fellowship, and devotion to Our Blessed Mother.

Please join us for our first meeting of the 2026 - 2027 year
on Wednesday, September 2, at 7:00 PM in the Parish

Community Room to learn more about our mission and
service to the parish.

New members will be installed at Mass on the Feast of

Our Lady of the Rosary, Wednesday, October 7, at 7:00
PM.

DEACONS TABLE

September 16, 2026
4:00pm - 6:00pm
St. Thomas the Apostle Church
333 Highway 18, Old Bridge, NJ

We will be distributing dinners to take home.
RSVP: stitmas@sttaob.com

BLOOD DRIVE

Most Holy Redeemer Parish
133 Amboy Road, Matawan, NJ 07747

New Jersey Blood Services will be conducting a blood
drive at Most Holy Redeemer Parish on Thursday,
September 17, 2026, at 12:30 — 6:30 p.m. in Desmond
Hall. At this time, the blood supply is critically low —
PLEASE HELP.

Remember to eat, drink, and bring your Donor ID or ID
with your name and photo.

The Faith Sharing Group will be presenting:
Luke - The Story of Salvation Fulfilled

The Gospel of Luke takes you on a journey that begins with
the foretelling of John the Baptistds birth and culminates in
Jesusd Ascension into heaven. Along the way, you will witness
key moments in salvation history, including the Annunciation;
the Nativity; Jesus' baptism; his public ministry; the Last
Supper; and Jesusb suffering, death, and glorious Resurrection.
The Gospelds powerful prose and beautiful details will deepen
your desire to draw closer to Jesus and be transformed by his
teachings.

The Gospel of Luke continually reveals how Jesus is the
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies. With Luke: The
Story of Salvation Fulfilled, you will experience joy as you
see how God has been faithful throughout the ages and how
Godos promise can guide you in your everyday lives.

Join us for Luke: The Story of Salvation Fulfilled
beginning on September 15th, and continuing every Tuesday
for 8 weeks in the Parish Center at St. Thomas the Apostle
Church in Old Bridge. Sign up for the AM session: 10-
12noon, or PM Session: 7-9pm. The cost of the book is $29,
which is due at the first meeting. For more information, or to
register for the study, contact Marilyn Harmyk at 732-735-
5907, or by email at marilynharmyk(@gmail.com. Registration
will begin on August 22nd and 23rd, before and after all
Masses.

_ SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2026

RAIN DATE: SEPTEMBER 26, 2026

8.00AM-2.00PM

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARKING LOT
333 NJ 18 SOUTH
OLD BRIDGE, NJ 08857

o Clothing

o Antiques

o Food

* Books

o Crafts

o Jewelry

o Collectibles

» Household
goods
and MORE!

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT RESERVING YOUR SPOT PLEASE
CONTACT VANESSA AT:
HSA@STTAOB.COM / 908-208-8598
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MIDDLESEX

COUNTY-+*NJ

e

SENIOR HEALTH &
FITNESS WALK 2026

Come out for a day of fitness and health! September 23
Please bring a nonperishable food donation

in support of REPLENISH and the food 10 AM - 1PM "
pantries in Middlesex County. National Falls Roosevelt Park, Edison
Prevention Awareness Week will be observed

from September 21to September 25.

. Well 1
To register, complete the form or contact slinessiinfo

your local senior center. For questions, please
email mcoads.events@co.middlesex.nj.us
or call 732-745-3295.

Health Screenings
Boxed Lunches
Scan to Raffles
. . . . egister! g
Registration is required € i T-Shirts
by September 7 2

Entertainment

forms.cloud.microsoft/g/RCsgTamXsW

0e©00 -

middlesexcountynj.gov

World-Famous International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of
Fatima coming to St. Thomas the Apostle Parish

The world-famous International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our
Lady of Fatima, traveling the world since 1947, will visit St.
Thomas the Apostle on September 21%, 2026, from 4-8pm.

The statue was sculpted by José Thedim according to the
instructions of Sister Lucia, one of the three shepherd children
of Fatima, and was blessed by the Bishop of Leiria-Fatima on
October 13, 1947. Since then, it has traveled to more than 100
countries, bringing Our Ladyfs message of prayer, conversion,
and peace to millions of people.

The mission of the Pilgrim Virgin Statue Program is to bring
the message of Fatima — the Peace Plan from Heaven — to a
world in need. Throughout its travels, countless favors and
graces have been reported, and many have been inspired to a
deeper relationship with Our Lord through the Immaculate
Heart of Mary.

We invite you, your family, and friends to come and experience
this special visitation of Our Lady.

This special visitation is sponsored by the World Apostolate of
Fatima, USA — Our Ladyfs Blue Army.

LOST and FOUND
There will be a Lost and Found Box in the Ushers
room. Should you leave or lose an item in Church,
please check with an usher or check in the usher's room
for your item.

Holy Name Society

SITE and SOUND THEATER. Lancaster, PA
E - GIFT CARD
On SALE for only $90 per Card

ANY SHOW OF YOUR CHOICE During the 2026 — 2027 Scasor

Seoc Holy Name Socicty Event Table in the Ansditorium

1N Oct. 9-11, 2026

worldwide

marriage encounter

Get away to the shore together this fall!

e Location: St. Joseph By the Sea,
Mantoloking, NJ

e Hybrid format: one virtual
session (Fri) evening, two full
days in person (Sat/Sun)

* Non-residential: commute from
home or stay nearby in a hotel

A Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend gives
you the time and tools to

enrich your marriage,
deepen communication,
and nourish the spirituality

in your marriage.

love is a
decision

ANNIVERSARY

CELREBIRATICHY

OCTOBER 18, 2026 - 3:00 PM

Couples celebrating their 5th, 25th, 50th or 50+ wedding
anniversaries are invited to attend this special prayer service.
Registration is required. Free-will offerings are appreciated.
For questions, please email magnese@diometuchen.org

or call 732-562-1543. =

Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi
32 Elm Ave. Metuchen, NJ 08840




3863 Route 516 East
Old Bridge, NJ 08857
Phone:
(732) 607-1650
at Village Town Center

www.restaurantpontevecchio.com

Bi n i toe n

CARE AREAS
24/7 Skilled Nursing Care
Short-Term Rehabilitation
Long-Term Care - Respite (Vacation) Stay:
Palliative/Hospice Care - Dementia Care
For a tour of our facility or questions
about our programs and services:

732-254-8200

FIVE-STAR RATED

ROUTE  OLD BRIDG
autumnlakeoldbridge.c

CLINTON
MONUMENT COMPANY

40 Years of
Experience

841 Cranbury Road, Jamesburg, NJ « 732-p
(DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM HOLY CROSS BUR

FREE AD DESIGN
WITH PURCHASE OF
THIS SPACE

Granite & Bronze
Monuments

Call 800.950.9952

Sowll= 732'330'9001 Toe.Sat. Spm-Gpm

wrw.ACutAboveBarberShop.co

OFF

Reg\llu

I-Iall' uts

Childsen under 12, md itional §2,00 off
0.

pon only-
May not be comblned with other offers. Exp. ®Z1P6

~

St. Gabriel's Cemetery & Mauseleus

e New St. Catharine’s Mausoleum
Available For Pre-Planning

St. Anthony’s Garden
of Prayer Niches

GLASS FRONT NICHES AVAILABLE!
Payments can be mad_e over 18 months with no interest ¢h|
549 ROUTE 520 - MARLBORO, NJ o774www.stgabrlelsmausoleums.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 908-208-0786

NJ

WALTER'’S
JUNK REMOVAL

FREE

ESTIMATES

732-309-9863

www.waltersjunkremoval.com

Focused Learning.

Real Results. Diligent Tutors

A Passion For Teaching

Online tutoring designed to help
learners thrive focusing on
K-12 Students
Coding & Tech
Math (Basic; Algebra; Geometry;
Trigonometry; Statistics;
Pre-calculus; Calculus, SAT)
Science (Foundational; Biology
Chemistry; Physics)
English (Primary; High School)
Tagalog for English Speakers (for Kids
and Adults)
General help on lessons, homework,
etc. for Grades 1 -4

DiligentTutors.com
845-665-8339

support@diligenttutors.com

ADVERTISE IN OUR CHURCH BULLETIN!

They allow us to print this bulletin.

Thank you!

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 = Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 = www.4Ipi.com
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St. Thomas the Apostle, Old Bridge, NJ 04-0316



